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 Check out CLC’s new Practice Kit and Fact Sheet! 

Upcoming Events  
Safe Families Q&A with Jessica Smith from DC127, Wednesday, April 5, 2017, 12:00pm-1:30pm at Children’s 
Law Center (616 H Street, NW, Suite 300). 

DC127 is an initiative of Washington, DC churches focused on working together to ensure the success of 
every child in foster care and those at risk of entering the child welfare system. As an initiative, DC127 
believes they have a responsibility and call to mobilize communities and congregations to care for some 
of the most vulnerable children in the city. DC 127 works to both recruit and support foster and adoptive 
homes, and prevent children from entering the child welfare system by supporting families in crisis 
through a partnership with the Safe Families for Children movement. DC127 follows a nationwide 
movement of similar groups focused on uniting churches around their foster care systems and families 
in need of support. If you have questions about Safe Families or hope to use this resource for your 
clients, please come to this Q&A with Jessica Smith, the Safe Families for Children Manager. To RSVP, 
please email trainings@childrenslawcenter.org by Tuesday, April 4th. However, if you do not RSVP you 
are still welcome to attend.  

Full Day GAL Training, Wednesday, April 19, 2017, 9:30am-4:30pm at DC Superior Court Family Court 
Conference Room (4224).  

9:30- 11:30: CFSA Case Planning: Erin Clegg from CFSA will present on how the CAFASA/PECFAS and 
Caregiver Strengths and Barriers Assessments are used to guide case planning at CFSA.  She will also 
present on how CFSA is enhancing trauma-informed approaches to child welfare practice at CFSA and 
Private Agencies. 

11:30- 12:30: Educational Services at the Office of Youth Empowerment: Tanya Trice from OYE will 
present on CFSA’s approach to educational services, specializing on teen clients who get their services 
from OYE including post-secondary education services.   

12:30- 1:00: Break 

1:00- 2:30:  Teaming between Attorneys and Social Workers: Kim Daulton and Jessie Forsythe, both of 
the Children’s Law Center, will present on social work best practices and teaming/legal strategies for 
lawyers working with social workers. 

2:30- 2:45: Break 

2:45- 4:15: Hot Topics in GAL Practice: Kristen Pisani-Jacques and Jessie Forsythe, both of the Children’s 
Law Center, will present on “Hot Topics” in GAL Practice, including placement advocacy, foster parent 
responsibilities and the rights of children in care, and the new children in court policy. 

To RSVP, please email trainings@childrenslawcenter.org by Tuesday, April 18th. However, if you do 
not RSVP you are still welcome to attend.  
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Summer School, Thursday, April 27, 2017, 3:00pm-4:30pm at Children’s Law Center (616 H Street, NW, Suite 
300).  

The Children’s Law Center education team will lead a training on Summer School/ESY and Educational 
Advocacy for GALs. The first portion of the training will focus on the specifics of ESY and Summer school 
options in DC and Prince George’s County, and will highlight key dates, resources, and advocacy points 
for attorneys. The second part of the training will review areas where GALs can support and actions they 
can take to improve their clients’ educational outcomes. To RSVP, please email 
trainings@childrenslawcenter.org by Wednesday, April 26. However, if you do not RSVP you are still 
welcome to attend!  

Reports and Publications 
Practice Kit 1, Legal Resources and Important Contacts (Children’s Law Center, Revised March 2017) 
“This practice kit includes relevant sections from Title 4 and Title 16 of the DC Code, applicable DC Superior 
Court Rules, DC Superior Court Child Abuse and Neglect Attorney Practice Standards and the Special Education 
Practice Standards, and useful contact information directories from the DC Courts, CCAN, CFSA and the Office of 
the Attorney General.” Full Publication 

Fact Sheet: GAL’s Advocacy Checklist for Youth in Abscondence (Children’s Law Center, March 2017) 
“Youth in abscondence face varied levels of risk depending on their age, mental health, physical health, and 
access to material resources. This fact sheet summarizes some of the key laws, policies, and inquiries that GALs 
may use to mitigate risk and advocate for missing youth.” Fact Sheet 

Criminal Background Checks: Impact on Employment and Recidivism (Urban Institute, March 2017) 
“According to a recent survey, almost 60 percent of employers screen job applicants for their criminal histories. 
Despite their prevalence, criminal background checks often generate flawed or incomplete reports, with some 
reports failing to include conviction information. Such flaws may undermine the value of the screenings to 
employers and prevent suitable candidates who pose no additional risk to the public from securing a job. This 
report examines criminal background checks as a significant collateral consequence for justice-involved people 
and explores the importance of employment to reducing recidivism.” Full Publication  

Well-being of Young Children after Experiencing Homelessness (Office of Planning, Research & Evaluation, 
March 2017) 
“This brief examines the well-being of young children 20 months after staying in emergency homeless shelters 
with their families. Using data from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Family Options 
Study, the brief explores young children’s: pre-reading skills, pre-math skills, developmental delays, and 
behavior challenges. It draws comparisons between children who experienced homelessness and national norms 
for children of the same age. The brief also examines housing instability, child care instability, and enrollment in 
center-based care and Head Start, and associations between housing and child care stability and child well-
being.” Full Publication  

Bringing Gender-Responsive Principles into Practice (MDRC, March 2017)  
“For more than three decades, gender-responsive programs have been part of the landscape of services 
provided to women and girls in, or at risk of entering a justice system traditionally geared toward males. These 
single-sex programs—born out of research showing that girls’ risk factors and pathways into the justice system 
are different from boys’—focus on girls’ unique needs and strengths. But while policies at the state and national 

Don’t forget about Children’s Law Center’s Helpline!  
Our Helpline provides CCAN attorneys with legal information and advice.  
• Staffed by Children’s Law Center attorneys  
• Confidential  
• Legal information and assistance on general and case-specific topics, such as help identifying resources and 
services, sample pleadings, and other materials  
• All Helpline calls are screened to identify potential conflicts of interest  
Call (202) 467-4900 (Option 3) — Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

mailto:trainings@childrenslawcenter.org
http://www.childrenslawcenter.org/resource/practice-kit-01-legal-resources-and-important-contacts
http://www.childrenslawcenter.org/resource/gals-advocacy-checklist-youth-abscondence
http://www.urban.org/research/publication/criminal-background-checks-impact-employment-and-recidivism
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/resource/well-being-of-young-children-after-experiencing-homelessness
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levels support such services, research on their components and their effectiveness is limited. This brief describes 
the principles of gender-responsive programs, summarizes the literature, and presents highlights of MDRC’s 
implementation study of PACE Center for Girls.” Full Publication  

Raise the Age (Justice Policy Institute, March 2017)  
“Over the past ten years, half of the states that had previously excluded all 16- and/or 17-year-olds from juvenile 
court based solely on their age have changed their laws so that most youth under age 18 who touch the justice 
system will fall under the jurisdiction of the juvenile justice system. These policy changes are part of a shift to 
‘raise the age’--reforms focused on moving out of the adult criminal justice system the tens of thousands of 
youth under 18 who are automatically treated as adults because of age of jurisdiction laws. States have raised 
the age for many reasons, one of which is research showing that justice-involved teenagers are more likely to 
move past delinquency and successfully transition to adulthood if they are served by a juvenile justice system, 
not an adult criminal justice system.” Full Publication  

The Affordable Care Act Repeal Bill’s Radical Changes to Medicaid Threaten the Health and Economic Security 
of Low-Income Women (National Women’s Law Center, March 2017)  
“The American Health Care Act, the budget reconciliation proposal to repeal the Affordable Care Act (ACA), 
would dismantle Medicaid and jeopardize access to affordable health care and coverage for many of the 
nation’s low-income women. By effectively eliminating the ACA’s Medicaid expansion option for states and 
converting Medicaid into a per capita caps program, the ACA Repeal Bill would fundamentally alter the Medicaid 
program and take health insurance away from low-income women. The ACA Repeal Bill also ends the Essential 
Health Benefits (EHB) requirement for the ACA’s Medicaid expansion population and eliminates Medicaid 
enrollees’ ability to receive services at Planned Parenthood clinics.” Full Publication  

Prevalence and Perceptions of Unplanned Births (Urban Institute, March 2017) 
“This brief estimates the prevalence of, perceptions about, and reported effects of unplanned births among 
reproductive-age women in 2016. About one third of all women and six in ten women who had given birth 
reported experiencing an unplanned birth. Most women perceived unplanned births to have negative effects on 
a woman’s life, particularly her socioeconomic well-being…These findings underscore the importance of access 
to family planning services, which allow women to plan their pregnancies and prevent unplanned births.” Full 
Publication  

Creating Trusted Learning Environments (The Aspen Institute, March 2017) 
“The following guidebook gives context to a new learner-centered environment, offers best practices for 
creating trusted learning environments, and most importantly creates activity guides to serve as a framework 
for dialogue and action among a learning community’s many constituents.” Full Publication  

News 
Local 
What led to the Supreme Court’s student disabilities ruling? (The Washington Post, 3/23/17) 

What does the renovation of a public library mean for DC’s homeless? (The Kojo Nnamdi Show, 3/23/17) 

Sanford Capital owner may be held personally liable for tenant damages (The Washington City Paper, 3/22/17) 

Is your school worth one star or five? DC officials approve new rating system. (The Washington Post, 3/22/17) 

More than 60 DC area congregations launch network to protect immigrants (Washington City Paper, 3/21/17) 

Ministers and DC activists unite to recover missing girls (WUSA 9, 3/20/17) 

If Trump’s budget passes, DC’s poor will be the losers, city officials say (The Washington Post, 3/20/17) 

Conversation with DCPS Chancellor Antwan Wilson (WHUR, 3/20/17) 

A new effort to put DC high school students on the path to graduation (WAMU, 3/17/17) 

DC police make greater use of social-media accounts for missing-person alerts (3/16/17) 

Report: More than 11 percent of DC is a food desert (DCist, 3/15/17) 

http://www.mdrc.org/publication/bringing-gender-responsive-principles-practice
http://www.justicepolicy.org/research/11239
http://nwlc.org/resources/the-affordable-care-act-repeal-bills-radical-changes-to-medicaid-threaten-the-health-and-economic-security-of-low-income-women/
http://www.urban.org/research/publication/prevalence-and-perceptions-unplanned-births
http://www.urban.org/research/publication/prevalence-and-perceptions-unplanned-births
https://www.aspeninstitute.org/publications/creating-trusted-learning-environments/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/courts_law/what-led-to-the-supreme-courts-student-disabilities-ruling/2017/03/23/63b3e92a-0f9b-11e7-aa57-2ca1b05c41b8_story.html?utm_term=.c056f000f5d1
http://thekojonnamdishow.org/shows/2017-03-23/what-does-the-renovation-of-a-public-library-mean-for-d-c-s-homeless
http://www.washingtoncitypaper.com/news/housing-complex/blog/20855845/sanford-capital-owner-may-be-held-personally-liable-for-tenant-damages
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/is-your-school-worth-one-star-or-five-dc-officials-weigh-new-rating-system/2017/03/22/9ed5aea8-0e79-11e7-9b0d-d27c98455440_story.html?utm_term=.291ca29e9821
http://www.washingtoncitypaper.com/news/city-desk/blog/20855700/more-than-60-dc-area-congregations-launch-network-to-protect-immigrants
http://www.wusa9.com/news/local/dc/ministers-and-dc-activists-desperate-to-find-missing-girls/423969213?utm_source=Editorial+and+Events&utm_campaign=83a8b94dee-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2016_12_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_612a4959fd-83a8b94dee-402912365
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/dc-politics/if-trumps-budget-passes-dcs-poor-will-be-the-losers/2017/03/20/4232cb66-0d81-11e7-9d5a-a83e627dc120_story.html?utm_term=.767115ef8afe
https://www.whur.com/podcasts/daily-drum-insight-segment/dc-public-schools-chancellor-antwan-wilson/
http://wamu.org/story/17/03/17/new-effort-put-d-c-high-school-students-path-graduation/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/public-safety/dc-police-say-stepped-up-of-social-media-accounts-for-more-missing-person-alerts/2017/03/16/5a7ffa9a-0a34-11e7-b77c-0047d15a24e0_story.html?utm_term=.9e7e4d2fb51b
http://dcist.com/2017/03/food_desserts_latest.php
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Intense competition for teachers inspires urban schools to train their own (The Washington Post, 3/12/17) 

National  
Do private school vouchers promote segregation? (The Atlantic, 3/22/17) 

What happens to poor people if there is no affordable legal aid? (The Daily Wrag, 3/21/17) 

The silent victims of the GOP health-care proposal (The Atlantic, 3/20/17) 

Evidence-based therapies can ameliorate behavior problems in maltreated children (AAP News, 3/20/17) 

In the America-first budget, schools come last (The Hechinger Report, 3/20/17) 

Why black families struggle to build wealth (The Atlantic, 3/20/17) 

Nations have separated children from parents before. It never ends well. (The Washington Post, 3/17/17) 

Report looks for ways to better engage young fathers in the child welfare system (The Chronicle for Social Change, 
3/17/17) 

Minority advocacy groups feel left out of national efforts, funding (WAMU, 3/15/17) 

GOP lawmakers refuse to protect LGBT students and those with disabilities in school voucher bill (The Washington 
Post, 3/12/17) 

As they dig deeper into parenting, fathers seek community, support (NPR, 2/21/17) 

Trainings 
Trainings are scheduled to be held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month if possible. Agendas to be announced! 

 June 21, 2017 – Half-Day Advanced GAL Training – DC Superior Court Rm 4224, 9:30am-2pm 
 September 20, 2017 – Half-Day Special Education Training – DC Superior Court Rm 4224, 9:30am-2pm 

Case Rounds  
Case Rounds scheduled to be held bi-monthly on the 2nd Tuesday of the month. All Case Rounds are held from 
1pm-2pm at D.C. Superior Court in Room 4224. 

 May 9, 2017 
 July 11, 2017 
 September 12, 2017 

Lunch and Law Teleconferences 
All Lunch and Law Teleconferences are held from 12pm-1pm. Check Keeping Current and 
http://www.childrenslawcenter.org/events for call-in info. 

 May 31, 2017: Subject TBA 
 July 19, 2017: Subject TBA 
 August 16, 2017: Subject TBA 

 

About This Publication 
Keeping Current is a compilation of relevant news and information, including trainings and events. The 
materials referenced in Keeping Current are intended to be additional resources for consideration by 
members of the CCAN community, and Children’s Law Center cannot verify the quality of all the materials or 
events referenced herein. CCAN attorneys should conduct their own independent research when reviewing 
these materials, and should review the weekly CCAN e-mail for current information. 
In a continued effort to improve the utility of its resources, Children’s Law Center has created a quick survey 
to get feedback on how CCAN attorneys find Keeping Current and other resources.  Please take a few 
minutes to fill out this survey. https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LFVK7N3.  

More detailed information on sessions to follow. Please check your monthly Keeping Current for updates. 
Please contact Kristen Pisani-Jacques, Deputy Director of the Guardian ad Litem project, with comments or suggestions 

at kpisani@childrenslawcenter.org or (202) 750-7527.  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/intense-competition-for-teachers-inspires-urban-schools-to-train-their-own/2017/03/12/6447bc4e-055b-11e7-b9fa-ed727b644a0b_story.html?utm_term=.0c61ef482607
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2017/03/do-private-school-vouchers-promote-segregation/520392/
https://dailywrag.com/2017/03/21/what-happens-to-poor-people-if-there-is-no-affordable-legal-aid/
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2017/03/the-880-billion-question/520155/
http://www.aappublications.org/news/2017/03/20/Maltreatment032017
http://hechingerreport.org/in-the-america-first-budget-schools-come-last/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_campaign=06054c742f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_03_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a4f3e0748b-06054c742f-322536593
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2017/03/shapiro-racial-wealth/520098/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2017/03/17/nations-have-separated-children-from-parents-before-it-never-ends-well/?utm_term=.121b66e09aff
https://chronicleofsocialchange.org/research-news/report-looks-ways-better-engage-young-fathers-child-welfare-system/25600
http://wamu.org/story/17/03/14/minority-advocacy-groups-feel-left-out-of-national-efforts-funding/#.WMk7umMCmlo.email
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2017/03/12/gop-lawmakers-refuse-to-protect-lgbt-students-and-those-with-disabilities-in-school-voucher-bill/?utm_term=.11e21c20d471
http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2017/02/21/515414558/as-they-dig-deeper-into-parenting-fathers-seek-community-support
http://www.childrenslawcenter.org/events
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LFVK7N3
mailto:kpisani@childrenslawcenter.org
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