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HEART OF THE COMMUNITY

In observance of the mass killings of Jews during World War II, American Univer-
sity is sponsoring several events for Holocaust Remembrance Day next weekend.
The AU Chorus will perform twice, once March 29 at 8 p.m. and once March 30 at
3 p.m,, at Katzen Arts Center. Yom Hashoah: Let Us Remember, features psalm
settings from the 17th century violinist Salamone Rossi and D.C. composer Don-
ald McCullough’s “Holocaust Cantata: Songs of the Camps” and “We Remem-
ber Them.” Tickets costs $15 for the general public, $10 for university community
members and $5 for students. Call 202-885-2787 or visit american.tix.com.

WHAT’S MAKING NEWS

Mixed martial arts could be regulated under bill

Competition in mixed martial
arts in Maryland would be regulat-
ed and taxed under a bill that passed
the state Senate Friday in a 42-to-
5 vote.

The sport, a combination of kick-
ing, grappling and striking, is unreg-
ulated and technically illegal as a

paid spectator sport.

The legislation would put it un-
der the control of the State Athlet-
ic Commission, which also oversees
boxing and kickboxing.

Physicians would check contes-
tants and the commission would es-
tablish rules for the sport.

The Senate rejected efforts by
Sen. James Brochin, D-Baltimore
County, to ban “ultimate fighting”
from the definition of mixed mar-
tial arts. Brochin and other senators
said that in “ultimate fighting” op-
ponents attempted to beat each oth-
er unconscious.

]
|
Swede caught in sex sting

A man who flew to Arlington from
Sweden to meet a teenage girl for sex
was arrested Friday, Arlington Coun-
ty police said.

Jesper Lundberg, 41, of Jarfalla,
Sweden, met an undercover Arling-
ton detective in an Internet chat room
and arranged to pay the detective to
have sex with the detective’s fictitious
14-year-old daughter, police said.

Lundberg made the 16-hour flight
from Sweden to Arlington this week.
The detective, who is assigned to the
Northern Virginia Internet Crimes
Against Children Task Force, worked
with federal agents to arrest Lund-
berg at his hotel Thursday. - Taryn
Luntz

Lawyer: Move murder trial

The lawyer for a man accused in
the 2006 slaying of Michelle Gard-
ner-Quinn, a University of Vermont
senior from Arlington, urged a judge
to move the trial.

The lawyer said pretrial publicity
— including an editorial in which an
FBI agent referred to the suspect as
“evil” — would make it impossible to
find an unbiased jury.

Gardner-Quinn, 21, disappeared
after a chance meeting with Brian
Rooney, 37, on a downtown Burling-
ton, Vt., street, when he lent her his
cell phone to use after her phone ran
out of charge. Six days later, she was
found dead at Huntington Gorge in
Richmond, Vt. Rooney is accused of
aggravated murder. - AP

Man found guilty of murder

Khiry Montay Moore, 17, of Capitol
Heights, was found guilty late Thurs-
day of first-degree murder in last
year’s shooting death of former high
school football star Maurice Thom-
as Powell, 19. Moore faces life in pris-
on for shooting Powell as he and two
friends made their way home from a
Metro stop on March 11, 2007. - Free-
man Klopott

Montgomery fugitive arrested

A Woodbridge man wanted by
Montgomery County police for a
charge of second-degree attempted
murder and four other charges was
arrested Tuesday in Prince William
County and could face extradition to
Maryland. Detectives from Prince
William County’s gang unit were in-
vestigating an unrelated incident
when they determined Milton Javi-
er Calderon-Melendez was wanted
and charged him with being a fugi-
tive from justice. - Dan Genz

Calls to agency quadrupled
following Southeast incident

By Bill Myers
Examiner Staff Writer

Child-welfare bureaucrats have al-
lowed the deadlines to lapse in nearly
1,000 abuse and neglect cases, poten-
tially leaving the children vulnerable
to mistreatment and threatening to
drag the city into court receivership,
The Examiner has learned.

“The calls are coming in very
rapidly,” Child and Family Services
Agency Director Sharlynn E. Bobo
told The Examiner. “The issue is you
can’t control it. You have to take ev-
ery call.”

Under a consent decree stemming
from a class-action suit over the col-
lapse of its child protection agen-
cies, the District promised to resolve
abuse and neglect complaints with-

[ TODAY’S TOP STORY >> EXAMINER EXCLUSIVE

Ofticials let deadlines lapse
in 987 child-abuse cases

Adding up

D.C.’s backlog of abuse and ne-
glect cases

» July 2004: 685 overdue cases

» February 2008: 404 overdue
cases

» March 2008: 987 overdue
cases

in 30 days.

It has never met the deadline. But
since the badly decomposed bodies
of four girls were found in a squat-
ter’s row house in Southeast earlier
this year, the already-hobbled Child
and Family Services Agency has
been flooded with complaints. Calls
to the hotline have spiked by more
than 400 percent.

“The agency has absolutely nev-
er, ever experienced something like
this,” Bobo said. “There’s nothing to
compare it to.”

The backlog of past-due cases is

at its highest point since July 2004,
when there were nearly 700 overdue
investigations, records show.

Bobo’s team is due back in feder-
al court April 1 to explain the Dis-
trict’s reform efforts. If the court is
unsatisfied with their explanation,
D.C. could lose control of yet anoth-
er critical agency.

Officials have been rattled by the
discovery that welfare bureaucrats
ignored signs that Banita Jacks, a
homeless woman, was a threat to
her children. Jacks is now charged
with killing her girls.

There are now more than 1,700
open investigations, counting those
filed more than 30 days ago.

After the scandal broke, Mayor
Adrian Fenty promised to fix the
child welfare system. He summarily
fired six officials whom he accused
of mishandling the Jacks case. But
some are worried that the mayor and
the city are only reacting to events,
not trying to shape them.

“It demoralized the agency,” said
District Council Member Phil Men-

C The calls are com-
ing in very rap-

idly. The issue is you can’t
control it. You have to
take every call.” - Sharlynn E.
Bobo, Child and Family Services Agen-
cy director

delson, D-at large, of Fenty’s handling
of the Jacks crisis.

Judith Sandalow, executive direc-
tor of The Children’s Law Center, a
nonprofit advocacy group, said she
was worried that the city’s reform ef-
forts are misplaced.

“We'’ve been asking the mayor and
the council to focus on services that
will prevent children from having to
be put in foster care,” she said. “We
have an ongoing concern about the
influx of calls.”

Got a tip on the child welfare system?

By William C. Flook
Examiner Staff Writer

Virginia Attorney General Bob
McDonnell and Gov. Tim Kaine
have asked a federal appeals
court to strike down a U.S. De-
partment of Energy decision that
includes the state in a power cor-
ridor spanning a large part of the
East Coast.

The Thursday filing in the Fourth
Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals is the
latest play in a sovereignty fight that
could clarify whether the federal
or state government has the pow-
er to guide the placement of pow-
er lines.

The two officials appealed on
the grounds the agency supersed-
ed state authority by designating
parts of Virginia in October as a pri-
ority spot for high-voltage transmis-

sion lines.

Fighting the feds

Key parts of Gov. Tim Kaine’s and Attorney General Bob
McDonnell’s argument against including Virginia in a fed-

eral power corridor:

» The move could lead to “federal pre-emption” of a his-

torically state-based decision.

» The state process best includes all stakeholders, in-
cluding property owners and governments.

» The U.S. Department of Energy decision offered no sub-
stantial justification for why authority should be trans-

ferred to the federal government.

The Department of Energy earli-
er this month refused the common-
wealth’s request to reconsider the
original decision, calling the plea
“without merit.”

The National Interest Electric
Transmission Corridor also spans

parts of Maryland and the District,
as well as New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Ohio and
West Virginia.

It cuts through much of North-
ern Virginia and the Shenandoah
Valley.

Kaine and McDonnell fight power-corridor ruling

“Our goal is and always has been
to ensure a reliable, affordable, en-
vironmentally sustainable supply of
energy,” Kaine said. “We also know
that these important decisions about
where to locate power lines are best
handled at the state level.”

The states were identified in a
2006 Energy Department study as
“areas of significant electricity con-
gestion and constraint.”

The October decision allows a
utility company seeking to build a
new line in the corridor to appeal
to federal regulators if it is turned
down by a state government.

Energy Department spokeswom-
an Megan Barnett said the process
involved “dozens of hours of public
meetings across the country” and a
public comment period.

The specifics of the common-
wealth’s appeal will be laid out in
the coming weeks, according to the
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