
What Should I Do If  
I’m Arrested?

How Do I Find Out If  
I Have a Criminal Record?

CRIMINAL ISSUES

Children’s Law Center 
616 H Street, NW, Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20001 
www.childrenslawcenter.org
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Information Time Cost

MPD Only contain 
information 
regarding DC 
arrests that led 
to convictions

Same day 
if you go in 
person or  
3 weeks  
by mail

$5 for record 
plus $2-5 for the 
notary fee and 
$24 for a set of 
fingerprints if you 
do a fingerprint 
search.

Superior 
Court

Only have 
information 
regarding 
matters heard in 
Superior Court.

Same day 
if you go in 
person or 
2-4 weeks 
by mail

Record search is 
free but copies are 
10 cents/page

District 
Court

Only have 
information 
regarding 
matters heard in 
District Court.

Same day 
if you go in 
person or 
2-4 weeks 
by mail

Record search is 
free but copies are 
50 cents/page

FBI Have the most 
information 
including arrests 
and outcomes 
from all states.

Can only be 
obtained 
by mail and 
take 2-6 
weeks

Search costs $18 
and requires 
fingerprints, which 
cost $24.

You or your parent can obtain your juvenile police 
clearance and record check in the Juvenile and 
Neglect Office of DC Superior Court, Room JM-300.  
You must show a picture ID card or birth certificate and  
give your social security number. Only you, your parents,  
or professionals permitted by a judge may view your  
juvenile record.

You do not need to tell you employer about your 
juvenile record. All employers need your permission to  
view any juvenile record. You do not have to and should  
not give permission to your employer to view your juvenile 
criminal record.

The DC Public Defender Service (PDS) has a  
step-by-step instructional information package  
on how to seal your record. If you go to PDS Mon-Fri  
from 9am-6pm, you can pick up the package and speak with  
an attorney to see if you are eligible to seal your record.  
See Attorneys You Can Speak With For Free.

Helpful Information for Obtaining 
Your Criminal Record in DCCRIMINAL RECORDS

Who Has a Criminal Record?
If you have been arrested in DC, you have an arrest 
record. If you were charged with a crime, you may 
have a criminal record even if you weren’t convicted.

What Is On My Criminal Record?
•  All offenses even if you were never convicted

•  Any warrants for your arrest 

What Is On My Arrest Record?
Your arrest record includes information explaining  
the reason(s) you were arrested.

OBTAIN YOUR  
CRIMINAL RECORD
You can get a copy of your DC criminal  
record at four different locations in the city:

DC Metropolitan Police Department  
Headquarters (MPD) 
300 Indiana Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
(202) 727-2228

DC Superior Court 
500 Indiana Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
(202) 879-1010

U.S. District Court for DC 
333 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
(202) 354-3080

DC Federal Bureau of Investigation Field Office 
(202) 278-2000 
Instructions for criminal background checks: 
washingtondc.fbi.gov



WhAT ShOULD I DO  
If I’M ARRESTED?

If you are arrested, you should tell the police 
that you are invoking your Miranda Rights,  
and you do not want to talk to them, but want 
to speak with a lawyer.

Once you have invoked your Miranda Rights, 
you should not talk to the police until you  
have talked with a lawyer.

Even if you have already started talking with 
the police, you can ask for a lawyer at any time, 
but you should do this as soon as the police 
start asking questions.

Stay calm and polite when telling police that 
you wish to speak with a lawyer.

Do not discuss what happened with your  
family and friends. Discuss what happened  
only with a lawyer.

WhAT ShOULD I DO  
If I WITNESS A CRIME?

If you want to, you can talk with the police about 
the crime you witnessed, but it is not required. If 
you have a lawyer, talk to that person first!

WhAT ShOULD I DO  
If I’M SUBpOENAED?

A person can be subpoenaed to come to court  
to testify. If you are served with a subpoena to 
appear in court you should talk with a lawyer.  
See Attorneys You Can Speak With for Free.

JUVENILE ARREST
The laws of arrest that apply to adults also apply  
to juveniles. You have the same constitutional 
rights as adults.

ATTORNEYS YOU CAN 
SpEAK WITh fOR fREE

DC Public Defender Service 
633 Indiana Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20004 
(202)-628-1200 
www.pdsdc.org

DC Law Students in Court 
616 H Street, NW 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20001 
(202)-638-4798 
www.dclawstudents.org

Virginia Indigent Defense Commission 
Phone: (804) 662‐7249 
www.indigentdefense.virginia.gov 

(contact this office to locate the  
Public Defender’s office closest to you)

Maryland Office of the Public Defender 
(877) 430-5187 
www.opd.state.md.us

WhAT ShOULD I SAY?
On advice of counsel and under 
the Fifth and Sixth Amendments, 
I have decided not to talk with 
anyone about any criminal matter 
without an attorney present and 
request that no one ask me to 
do so without a lawyer here to 
advise me. I shall not give any 
consents, submit to any tests, 
or make any waivers of my legal 
rights without a lawyer.

KNOW YOUR  
MIRANDA RIGhTS
You have the right to remain silent.

Anything you say can and will be 
used as evidence against you.

If you cannot afford to pay for a 
lawyer, one will be appointed to 
represent you before questioning.

You can make use of these rights  
at any time.


