
Keeping Current 

DC Court of Appeals 
 

In re Ang. P & And. P. 11-FS-1584 & 11-FS-1585 Reversing a neglect adjudication and finding that lack of attendance at 

non-mandatory pre-kindergarten and lack of current immunizations are insufficient to support a finding of neglect. 

Available at: http://tiny.cc/05y10w 

 

 
 

Child Welfare News 

National Issues 
 
Child Welfare Experts Learn More about HRC's “All Children All Families Initiative” (Human Rights Campaign) The 

National CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) Association, a network of 933 programs that are recruiting, train-

ing and supporting volunteers to represent the best interests of abused and neglected children in the courtroom and oth-

er settings, has turned to HRC's "All Children All Families" (ACAF) initiative to help increase volunteers' LGBT cultural 

competency. Available at: http://tiny.cc/850q0w 

 

Signs of the Achievement Gap Among Foster Kids (Digital Journal) A few nonprofits are dedicated to serving foster 

kids and foster families in the U.S., but it's not enough. It's important to look at trends of achievement gaps among foster 

kids in order to combat them. Available at: http://tiny.cc/kf1q0w 

 

The Girls Who Haven’t Come Home (NY Times) Vernice Hill has fought hard to get two of her daughters out of foster 

care, but after eight years away, the girls seem more removed from her than ever.  Available at: http://nyti.ms/12rILq2 

About This Publication 
Keeping Current is a compilation of relevant news and information, including 

trainings and events. The materials referenced in Keeping Current are  
intended to be additional resources for consideration by members of the 

CCAN community, and Children’s Law Center cannot verify the quality of all 
the materials or events referenced herein. CCAN attorneys should conduct 

their own independent research when reviewing these materials, and should 
review the weekly CCAN e-mail for current information. Please contact        
Michael S. FitzPatrick, Training Director, with comments or suggestions.    

Keeping Current is also posted on the Family Law page of ProBono.net/dc and 
ww.childrenslawcenter.org. 
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The Strange and Possibly Illegal World of Truancy Court (Pacific Standard) Complaint seeks federal interven-

tion in Texas truancy courts.  Available at: http://tiny.cc/rx1q0w 

 

Bronx Foster Mom Melba Haynes 'Too Old' to Adopt Kids (NY Daily News) 72-year-old Bronx foster mom 

Melba Haynes has been deemed 'too old' to adopt the 4- and 2-year-old sisters who have been living with her 

since they were babies. A judge ruled that the girls must move to another home within two weeks. Available at: 

http://tiny.cc/7x2q0w 

 

Poverty Hurts Kids More Than Being Born to Moms on Cocaine (The Atlantic) Poverty is worse for kids than 

cocaine, Philadelphia researchers think.  Available at: http://tiny.cc/k02q0w 

 

App Developed by Kansas Doctor is a Virtual Voice for Abused Children (Kansas City Star) The app was 

born out of the doctor’s frustration over the language disconnect between medical personnel, social workers and 

child abuse investigators.  Available at: http://tiny.cc/vt3q0w 

 

How Googling Unmasks Child Abuse (New York Times) Using a number of different data sources, including 

Google search queries, this author found that the Great Recession caused a significant increase in child abuse 

and neglect. Few of these cases were reported to authorities, with much of the drop due to slashed budgets for 

teachers, nurses, doctors and child protective service workers. Available at: http://tiny.cc/5g5q0w 

 

The cost of child poverty: $500 billion a year (Washington Post) The United States has the second-highest child 

poverty rate among the world’s richest 35 nations, and the cost in economic and educational outcomes is half a 

trillion dollars a year, according to a new report.  Available at: http://tiny.cc/i56r0w.  A copy of the report by the 

Educational Testing Service, Available at: http://tiny.cc/d76r0w 

 

The Problem With Saying 'Black Babies Cost Less to Adopt' (The Atlantic) NPR’s The Race Card Project, an 

initiative that invites participants to submit six-word sentences related to race, dissected one such sentence in a 

piece titled "Six Words: Black Babies Cost Less to Adopt." Available at: http://tiny.cc/ob1q0w 

 

Safe, Anonymous Website for Foster Youths' Challenges (Philly.com) Website, TeenCentral, is run by Kid-

sPeace, a nonprofit with headquarters in Schnecksville, Lehigh County, that provides mental and behavioral 

health services to children and families nationwide. Available at: http://tiny.cc/3d1q0w 

  

DC Children and Youth 
 
As Child Abuse Investigations Rise, Montgomery Co. Begins New Approach (Washington Post)  The rise am-

plified concern about how to best handle investigations, a problem which county and state officials vowed  to 

address. Montgomery Co. was named one of the first jurisdictions in the state to implement a two-track system 

for responding to child abuse allegations, taking a softer approach for those cases deemed low-risk. Available at: 

http://tiny.cc/hz4q0w 

 

Maryland Police Conduct Child Sex Crackdown While Feds Do Theirs (WAMU) Law enforcement in Mary-

land took part in their own crackdown on child sex predators while federal authorities were conducting an op-

eration last month that netted more than 250 arrests around the world.  Available at: http://alturl.com/u5qv9 

 

Shortage of Foster Parents in the DC Area (WJLA) Brief article and video illustrates the need for more local fos-

ter parents.  Available at: http://tiny.cc/sg7r0w 
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DC Pastor Couple Mobilizes City Churches to Fill In Foster Care Gap (The Christian Post)  The goal of DC127, 

the initiative heading up this coordinated effort, is to mobilize dozens of Washington area churches to replace 

the current foster care waiting list with one full of families in line to provide safe and loving homes to children.  

Available at: http://tiny.cc/l54q0w 

 

The Challenges of Aging Out (WAMU) Article discusses the obstacles facing a local aging out youth with disa-

bilities.  Available at: http://tiny.cc/094q0w 

 

Virginia Launches Campaign To Match Foster Kids With Adoptive Families (WAMU) Virginia is starting an 

adoption campaign, focusing on older youth.  Available at: http://tiny.cc/0s2q0w 

 

Education News 
 

Progress for D.C.’s Ninth-Graders Raises the Question: Why Wait so Late? (Washington Post) This article 

offers a perspective on D.C. schools’ plan to introduce "twilight academies" for students who fail ninth grade. 

Available at: http://tiny.cc/2o7r0w 

Students Get Free Bus Rides; Let's Also Simplify the Paperwork (GreaterGreaterWashington.org) Starting this 

fall, students in DC will get to ride Metrobus for free, thanks to a budget surplus. It's good news for kids who 

take the bus to school. This article suggests WMATA could take advantage of this opportunity and simplify its 

system for student fares as well. Available at: http://tiny.cc/e27r0w 

 

School Culture is Crucial to Charter Schools' Success (GreaterGreaterEducation.org) A well-respected study of 

charter school outcomes released last month concluded that DC charter schools do a far better job educating stu-

dents than traditional public schools.  This article discusses how school culture explains charter and DCPS 

differences.  Available at: http://tiny.cc/2a8r0w 

 

The study cited in the article, National Charter School Study 2013, was produced by The Center for Research on 

Education Outcomes.  Available at: http://tiny.cc/t78r0w 

 

Children Who Attend Preschool do Better in Kindergarten Than Those Who Don’t, Study Says  (Washington 

Post) The federal data, which focused on children who entered kindergarten in 2010, showed that those who had 

some preschool experience the year before kindergarten at a child care center or a home-based program with a 

non-relative did better in math and reading.  Available at: http://tiny.cc/4h9r0w 

 

For Students with Disabilities, Discipline Issues Take Toll (Washington Post) In Fairfax County, students 

with disabilities are being disciplined disproportionately.  Available at: http://tiny.cc/4r9r0w 

 

 

Mental Health News 
 

FDA Approves Brain Scan for ADHD Children (CBSLocal.com) FDA approves the use of brain scanning to 

diagnose ADHD in children.  Available at: http://tiny.cc/78as0w 

 

Prenatal Smoking Tied to Kids’ Behavior Issues (Medpagetoday.com) Women who smoke during pregnancy 

may be putting their children at increased risk for conduct problems in childhood, researchers found.  Available 

at: http://tiny.cc/iibs0w 

Keeping Current | August 2013 | Page 3 

http://tiny.cc/l54q0w
http://tiny.cc/094q0w
http://tiny.cc/0s2q0w
http://tiny.cc/2o7r0w
http://tiny.cc/e27r0w
http://tiny.cc/2a8r0w
http://tiny.cc/t78r0w
http://tiny.cc/4h9r0w
http://tiny.cc/4r9r0w
http://tiny.cc/78as0w
http://tiny.cc/iibs0w


Reports and Publications 
 

Educational Needs of Highly Mobile Children with Disabilities under IDEA (USDOE)   

The US Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services at the Department of Education recently issued a 

policy letter addressing the rights of "highly mobile" students with disabilities. The letter specifies that "highly 

mobile children include children experiencing frequent family moves into new school districts, such as military-

connected children, migrant children, children in the foster care system, and children who are homeless". The 

letter focuses on two main IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) issues – timely evaluation and 

eligibility (including that "response to intervention" approaches cannot be used to delay evaluation by receiving 

school districts) and comparable services at receiving school district, including Extended School Year services. 

The specific IDEA issues identified in this letter are of particular relevance to children in foster care. Available at: 

http://tiny.cc/jj3q0w 

 

LaShawn A. v. Gray Progress Report for the Period July 1 - December 31, 2012  (Center for the Study of Social 

Policy) This report is an update from the CSSP’s last full report on LaShawn implementation, released Novem-

ber 21, 2012.  Available at: http://tiny.cc/o93q0w.  Appendix to the report, An Assessment of the Quality of 

Child Abuse and Neglect Investigative Practices in the District of Columbia Available at: http://tiny.cc/

ge4q0w 

 

In Raising Children, Parents' Relationships More Important Than Their Sexual Orientation 

(Child Development) A new study by psychology researchers suggests that whether parents are gay, lesbian or 

straight, how well they work together as a couple and support each other in parenting is linked to fewer behav-

ior problems among their adopted children and is more important than their sexual orientation. Report, "Co-

parenting Among Lesbian, Gay, and Heterosexual Couples: Associations With Adopted Children's Outcomes".  

Available at: http://tiny.cc/1p4q0w 

 

Family Group Decision Making: Building and Reinvigorating Relationships (National Resource Center for 

Healthy Marriage and Families) This fact sheet provides an introduction to the concept of family group decision 

making and explores how it positively affects family and other interpersonal relationships.  It discusses the 

origin of family group conferences and the core elements of family group decision making, as well as how this 

practice strengthens relationships within families, between agencies and families, and among community mem-

bers. Available at: http://tinyurl.com/family-group-decision-making-p 

 

Help Me to Succeed: A Guide for Supporting Youth in Foster Care to Prevent Teen Pregnancy  (The National 

Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy) This report aims to serve as a resource for individuals 

working in the child welfare sector to help youth in care avoid unplanned pregnancy and parenthood.  It pre-

sents messages directly from youth in foster care in the state of Georgia along with national research and pro-

vides suggestions on how adults can better support youth in care.  The publication of this report was funded by 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Available at: http://tiny.cc/vwgs0w 

 

Developing Youth Transition Plans (Child Welfare Information Gateway) This bulletin defines independent 

living services and transition plans, and details the federal legislative requirements for transition plans as set 

forth in the Fostering Connections Act. In order to help professionals and youth work together to create the most 

comprehensive plans possible, the bulletin also points to resources that discuss the specifics of what a transition 

plan should include, offer templates and companion tools for plan creation, and provide literature reviews and 

promising practices. While there are general issues that must be addressed in every transition plan, States vary 

in the methods and services they offer to meet those criteria, and the bulletin provides examples of what specific 

States are doing. Finally, a list of additional resources points to more information on the Fostering Connections 

Act, transitioning youth, life after foster care, and more.  Available at: http://tiny.cc/y1gs0w 
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Upcoming Events 
 

 

Thursday Training— The RED Process 

Thursday, August 8, 2013, 3:00pm to 5:00pm –  Children’s Law Center, Staff Lounge 

616 H Street NW, Suite 300, Washington DC, 20001 

Sandra Gasca-Gonzalez, the Deputy Director for Programs at CFSA, and Sue Lohrbach, a consultant to CFSA 

from Olmstead County, Minnesota, will speak about a new process called RED being used at CFSA across the 

continuum of cases.  RED, which stands for Review, Evaluate and Direct, was pioneered by Sue Lohrbach and 

her colleague, Rob Sawyer.  RED is a group decision-making process that facilitates critical thinking and positive 

results.  It has been used effectively in a number of counties for screening at the intake level as well as other case 

decision making.  CFSA implemented this process several months ago for screening in Child Protective Services 

and now is expanding the use of this tool to ongoing cases to assist with safety planning, group consultation and 

critical thinking around permanency.  RED involves social workers, supervisors and program managers from 

different parts of the organization as well as community collaboratives, legal partners and families.  In the fu-

rure, CFSA will be inviting attorneys in ongoing cases to participate in team meetings where the RED frame-

work will be used.  Ms. Lohrbach and Ms. Gasca-Gonzalez will describe the process, its fidelity, the agency’s 

plans for implementation and will answer any questions you might have about the model.  Please RSVP for this 

event by emailing trainings@childrenslawcenter.org 

   

CCAN Case Rounds 

Wednesday, August 14, 2013 , 12:30pm  to 2:00pm—DC Superior Court, Family Court Conference Room (4224) 

 

Thursday Training— ABA Conference on Children and the Law Debriefing Session 

Thursday, August 22, 2013, 3:30 pm to 5:00pm—Children’s Law Center, Staff Lounge 

616 H Street NW, Suite 300, Washington DC, 20001 

If you missed last month’s ABA conference on Children and the Law, you won’t want to miss this session.  Led 

by a combined panel of CLC and CCAN attorneys who attended the conference, this session will cover some of 

the new information and best practices shared during the conference.  Please RSVP for this event by emailing  

trainings@childrenslawcenter.org 

 

1/2 Day CCAN Panel Training 

Tuesday, August 27, 2013, 12:30pm to 5:00 p.m.— DC Superior Court, Family Court Conference Room (4224) 

Topics will include a review of new cases from the Court of Appeals this year, strategies in litigating parental 

presumption (for or against), and making team meetings more effective for your client (whoever they might be).  

Please RSVP for this training by emailing trainings@childrenslawcenter.org 

 

Attachment 101 

Thursday, September 26, 2013, 3:30pm to 5:00pm— Children’s Law Center, Staff Lounge 

616 H Street NW, Suite 300, Washington DC, 20001 

Erica Moltz, of Adoptions Together will lead this informative training on  the relationship between trauma, 

attachment, and a child’s developing brain.  Learn how unhealthy patterns of attachment ultimately influence 

behaviors and family relationships. Please RSVP for this event by emailing trainings@childrenslawcenter.org 
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Save the Date!!!  

 

1/2 Day CCAN Special Education Training 

Wednesday, August 14, 2013 , 12:30pm  to 2:00pm—DC Superior Court, Family Court Conference Room (4224) 

 

CCAN Case Rounds 

September 18, 2013 , 12:30pm  to 2:00pm— DC Superior Court, Family Court Conference Room (4224) 

 

19th National Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect 

Tuesday, April 29 to Friday, May 2, 2014, New Orleans LA 

The 19th National Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect, sponsored by the Children's Bureau Office on Child 

Abuse and Neglect (OCAN), will be held April 29–May 2, 2014, in New Orleans, LA. The theme for the 2014 

conference is "Making Meaningful Connections." Next year's conference also will celebrate the 40th anniversary 

of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA).  OCAN is now accepting electronic abstract sub-

missions for conference workshops, skills seminars, policy forums, research panels, and poster presentations. 

The deadline to submit abstracts is August 5, 2013.  For more information about the Call for Abstracts process 

and to submit your abstracts, visit the conference website: http://www.pal-tech.com/web/NCCAN19/  
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Don’t forget about Children’s Law Center’s Helpline! 
 

Our Helpline provides CCAN attorneys with legal information and advice. 
 

 Staffed by CLC attorneys 
 Confidential 
 Legal information and assistance on general and case-specific 

topics, such as help identifying resources and services, sample 
pleadings, and other  materials 

 All Helpline calls are screened to identify potential conflicts of 
interest   

 
Call (202) 467-4900 (Option 3) — Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

http://www.pal-tech.com/web/NCCAN19/

