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Children’s Law Center  
Launches Advisory Board 

A new school year is exciting and scary for 
most children.  There are books to buy, shop-
ping excursions for new clothes and the anxi-
ety of finding out new schedules and which 
friends will be in your class. 
 

Children’s Law Center’s children face a very 
different set of concerns: 
 

A foster child may crave the stability of 
returning to the teachers and friends in her “home” school, but 
have been placed in a new foster home 30 minutes away. 
A boy in a wheelchair may sit outside his house all morning 
waiting for the school bus that never comes to take him to his 
first day of school. 
A foster youth starting college might find that his financial aid 
package won’t cover the $600 cost of text books or pay for a 
laptop computer – and have no parent to call for help. 
A teenager with muscular dystrophy may wonder how she will 
be able to carry her heavy books or whether her teachers will 
allow her to use a special laptop because she can’t hold a 
pencil. 

 

While the rest of the city slows to a crawl, Children’s Law Center’s 
lawyers spend August working hard to make sure that our child 
clients don’t have these worries. 
 

We file motions in court and due process complaints with the local 
school system.  We call social workers and government officials, 
refusing to take no for an answer. There are local and federal laws 
to protect our children – but it takes tenacious advocacy to get 
these laws enforced.   
 

Children’s Law Center also brings caring and the human touch to 
our work.  Sometimes a second grader in his third foster home just 
needs a book bag with new school supplies. Or a middle school 
student needs a new school uniform so she won’t be embarrassed. 
Or a college freshman needs help planning a monthly budget. 
 

(continued on next page)   

News from Judith 

Children’s Law Center is launching its first-ever Advisory 
Board this September. The goal of CLC’s new Advisory 
Board is to build and promote CLC’s relationships with 
area lawyers and law firms.   
 

“Lawyers in the DC community play an essential role in 
fulfilling Children’s Law Center’s mission of giving every 
DC child a solid foundation of family, health and educa-

tion by allowing us to meet the legal needs of more at-risk children,” said 
Judith Sandalow.  “I’m delighted that associates and counsel will help lead 
this effort.  ”   
 

Advisory Board members, consisting mostly of law firm associates and 
counsel at DC’s top law firms and area corporations, will serve as ambas-
sadors for CLC within their firms and companies, encouraging attorneys to 
take pro bono cases, administrative staff to volunteer and firm leadership 
to support CLC’s work. 
 

“I’m excited that we’re reaching out to a new, wider network of people in 
our community,” said Evelyn Becker, CLC’s Pro Bono Director. 
“These lawyers are the future leaders of the community and of pro bono 
service at law firms and corporations. They can also recruit more pro bono 
lawyers who are drawn to CLC’s mission and help us identify meaningful 
opportunities for partnership.”  
 

Carmen McLean, pictured above, is a member of Children’s Law Center’s 
Governing Board and will serve as the Chair of the Advisory Board.   

http://www.childrenslawcenter.org/benefit


Children's Law Center recently re-
ceived an Aegis Award for its 2009 
video.  The Aegis Awards are well-
known for their peer recognition of 
outstanding films.  Many thanks to 
Creative Video of Washington's Kirby 
Whyte and his phe-
nomenal team who are 
donating their services 
to help prepare another 
video this year.  
Watch our winning 
video. 

No matter why we meet children – 
because a judge appoints us to protect 
them in the foster care system, be-
cause their grandmother wants legal 
custody or because a pediatrician is 
concerned about their health – we 
work  to ensure that they are ready to 
learn, ready for school, and getting the 
right education to meet their needs. 
 

Visit the Our Stories section of the 
website and let Sasha, Kyle and 
Moses tell you in their own words how 
Children’s Law Center has given them 
the opportunity for educational suc-
cess. 

News from Judith (continued) 

Children’s Law Center is excited to begin a new pro bono initiative this fall that 
will expand its ability to help students in the District of Columbia who have spe-
cial needs that are not being properly addressed at school. The need is stagger-
ing:  more than 10,000 children in DC have already been diagnosed with a dis-
ability that affects their ability to learn, disabilities ranging from autism, to emo-
tional disturbance, to a specific learning disability.   
 

Parents often require assistance navigating the special education system. Law-
yers are needed to conduct extensive investigation about a child’s educational performance and place-
ment options, interpret expert opinions, develop   a highly technical Individualized Education Program, 
file a complaint at the administrative level, and sometimes appeal to DC Superior Court or federal court. 
If the matter goes to a due process hearing, the attorney will conduct a full evidentiary hearing, com-
plete with opening statements and closing arguments, evidentiary motions, and direct and cross exami-
nation of fact and expert witnesses.  
 

Children’s Law Center currently turns away more clients than it can assist. In response to this need and 
following an extremely successful pilot program with McDermott, Will & Emery, Children’s Law Center 
is launching an ambitious initiative to train local lawyers to handle special education cases.  CLC will  
screen prospective cases for pro bono placement and mentor attorneys throughout their representation 
of parents of children with special needs. These cases present pro bono lawyers with a unique opportu-
nity to affect the education  and life  of a child.  Alison Levin, a pro bono attorney currently working on 
her third special education matter, says “These cases are challenging, rewarding, and a great opportu-
nity for lawyers to directly and fundamentally impact the life of a child. CLC provides excellent support 
and mentoring along the way.” 
 

Lawyers interested in getting involved should contact CLC’s Pro Bono Director, Evelyn Becker.   

Upcoming Events 
Training for Child Abuse and      

Neglect (CCAN) Panel Attorneys  
Thursday, September 16, 2010, 

10:30a.m - 2:30p.m. 
DC Superior Courthouse, Room 4224 

Please RSVP to Nancy Drane  
or call (202) 467-4900 x502 

 
Tour of DC Superior Courthouse 
and “A View from the Bench” by 

The Honorable Jeannette J. Clarke  
Wednesday, October 20, 2010, 

11:30a.m. - 1:30p.m. 
DC Superior Courthouse 

Please RSVP to Melanie Jaskolka  

or call (202) 467-4900 x586 

CLC Receives Aegis Award 

Spotlight: Genetta Smith, Senior Staff Attorney  
The challenge of breaking down the wall that teenagers often erect between them-
selves and adults is what motivates Genetta Smith in her role as a guardian ad litem 
for abused and neglected youth.  During her four years as a staff member at CLC, 
she has found that teenage clients are more resistant than younger children to ac-
cepting the help they so badly need.  Genetta isn’t fooled by teens’ posturing, and 
she often goes out of her way for them. As a Senior Staff Attorney at CLC, 16 of her 
25 clients are teenagers, more than double most CLC attorneys. 
 

Genetta fondly recalls her most difficult client, a teenage girl named Dana, who had 
been badly abused by birth parents and foster parents.  Dana refused to meet with her unless Genetta 
brought her a baseball cap.  After a year of visits, Genetta saw dozens of the caps on her client’s bed-
room shelf – with the price tags still on.  Dana admitted that she never believed that Genetta would visit 
so many times and that now she didn’t have room for any more hats. 
 

Genetta’s passion for family law began while studying law at the University of the District of Columbia-
David A. Clarke School of Law. During school, she worked at the HIV/AIDS Legal Clinic helping clients 
with custody and standby guardianship issues. After spending a summer interning at Children’s Law 
Center, she knew she had found the work she wanted to do.   
 

Legal Director Jen Di Toro remembers Genetta bouncing into her office after her first court hearing, 
excitedly explaining that the judge had granted every request she made on behalf of her teen client. 
“Genetta still brings that enthusiasm to work every day,” Jen reports. 
  

Genetta will celebrate her fourth anniversary at CLC this October. 

Children’s Law Center works to give every child in the District of Columbia a solid foundation of family, 
health and education.  We are the largest provider of free legal services in the District and the only to focus 
on children.  Our 70-person staff partners with local pro bono attorneys to serve 1,200 at-risk children each 
year.  We use this expertise to advocate for changes in the District’s laws, policies and programs.  For 
more information, visit www.childrenslawcenter.org. 

Pro Bono Corner with Evelyn Becker 
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