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For more than 20 years,  
Children’s Law Center  
has been fighting for  
DC’s most vulnerable  
children and families,  
no matter how daunting the  
family, health or education  
challenges they face.



Children’s Law Center works hard to protect our clients’ confidentiality and we have changed the names of all children. 
In addition, the names and image of the Rodriguez family have been changed. All other details are true.



children living in DC’s poorest neighborhoods

1,631

1,484

12,250 16,000 12,000

5,500  children and families in 2016Children’s Law Center helped  

judges, pediatricians, parents, social workers, youth, pro bono lawyers and caregivers

children who need special 
education services

children who received 
mental health treatment

children whose families 
rely on cash assistance

We trained:

Health

People Helped

Children’s Law Center

Transforming the Lives of DC’s Children

1 of every 9
We reached

Our policy work delivered real results to thousands of children:

2,023
Education

2,916
Family



We couldn’t do any of this without the 
generous support of our donors, the invaluable 
contributions of our pro bono attorneys, the 
remarkable work of our talented and tenacious 
staff and the strategic leadership of our boards. 

The coming year will bring unprecedented 
challenges as the new administration implements 
its policy agenda. Many of our children have 
already lost their sense of safety, and the entire 
city will soon feel the impact. In the face of these 
turbulent headwinds, your support is more 
important than ever. Whatever comes our way, 
Children’s Law Center will fight every day to 
ensure that DC’s children continue to thrive.  

Judith Sandalow  
Executive Director
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Executive Director’s Letter

Imagine a child in trouble. Do you picture a 
student suspended for disruptive behavior?  
A toddler left alone by his mother? A teenager 
who has life-threatening asthma attacks in the 
middle of the night?  

These are among the troubles children in the 
District face every day.

In the pages of this annual report, you will  
read about Darren Pegram, Akhil Medley and 
Laila Rodriguez, who are among the thousands 
of children and families Children’s Law Center 
fought for in 2016. Our work helped transform 
their lives.

As you read, you will see the greater threat to 
these and other DC kids is a school system 
that is often unresponsive, a foster care system 
that is broken, health agencies that are overly 
bureaucratic and immigration laws that are 
difficult to navigate, harsh and punitive. 

More than anything else, at-risk children in DC 
need these institutions to work for them; they 
need schools, hospitals and government agencies 
that anticipate as well as address their needs. 
That’s why, in addition to the individual cases we 
handle on behalf of children each year, Children’s 
Law Center works hard to strengthen key DC 
institutions. We are alert to every budget cut, 
policy reform or leadership change that could 
weaken an institution’s ability to help children and 
families. We press DC leaders to adopt budgets 
that put children first, fight for policies that 
address the real needs of our most vulnerable 
children, and work with government agencies to 
improve the programs children need to be safe, 
healthy and learning.   

Our policy work amplifies our impact. We 
provided individual assistance to 5,500 kids and 
families in 2016, and our vigilance and advocacy 
benefited tens of thousands.

Fighting – and Winning – for Kids and Families



With your continued support, Children’s Law 
Center will be able to maintain and draw on that 
strength, and help DC’s children overcome the 
challenges they face in 2017 and beyond. 

Each of Children’s Law Center’s committed, 
passionate board members joins me in thanking 
you for everything you have done – and 
everything you will continue to do – to help us 
keep winning for DC’s kids, every single day.

Theodore D. Segal 
Chair, Board of Directors

Board Chair’s Letter
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The Gold Standard 

If Children’s Law Center was once a well-kept 
secret, today we are well known as the gold 
standard for nonprofits. Our talented staff leaves 
no stone unturned in finding ways to help at-
risk kids. Our governing, emeritus and advisory 
boards are engaged and strategic. Our pro bono 
attorneys are skilled and committed. 

We are immensely proud to be a fixture in the 
District – a bedrock legal services provider that 
families, other professionals and institutions 
count on to make life better for children. And in 
2016, we reached 5,500 children and families – 
more than ever before. 

We were able to help more children because 
of our growing cadre of generous donors, 
especially members of our Kite Club, who give 
$1,500 or more each year. We are also grateful 
to our friends at the Jones Day Foundation and 
the Deerbrook Charitable Trust, who stepped 
forward to fund an expansion of our medical-
legal partnership to the Unity Health Clinic in 
Upper Cardozo. And we are thrilled to be moving 
into a larger, more functional space, situated 
closer to the Family Court, in 2017.

In a world that seems to change by the hour, 
DC’s children can soar only if they can count on 
advocates with the passion, resources, expertise 
and staying-power to support them over the long 
term. Thanks to your generosity, Children’s Law 
Center enters its third decade of service to DC’s 
most vulnerable children stronger than ever. 

“�We are immensely proud to be a fixture in the District – a bedrock legal services 
provider that families, other professionals and institutions count on to make life 
better for children.”
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Darren and Kenny Pegram

Growing up in today’s world can be hard. Growing up in poverty is even harder. 
Children’s Law Center works every day to give DC’s kids loving families, good health and 
a quality education, so they can get the best possible start in life. We know children’s 
problems don’t fall into neat legal categories, so we ask the hard questions that help us 
identify and address all the barriers that may stand in the way of a child’s success.  
It made all the difference for Darren.

Outgoing, clever, insightful, funny – that’s how 
Kenny Pegram describes his son, 7-year-old 
Darren. But when Darren first came into foster 
care at age 4, these wonderful qualities were 
nowhere in sight. His Children’s Law Center 
attorney, Megan Conway, remembers that Darren 
was clingy and would hug strangers, sometimes 
calling them Mommy or Daddy. 

Darren was also a bundle of energy at school. 
He frequently ran out of his classroom and once 
made it across the street and into a corner store 
before his teacher could catch him.

As soon as a judge appointed Conway to 
represent Darren, she sprung into action, using 
every tool available. She reviewed Darren’s school 
and medical records, teamed with his social 
worker, filed motions to expedite his access to 
counseling and other supports, and pulled in 
another Children’s Law Center lawyer, D.D. Davis, 
to address his learning needs.  

But Conway knew that all her work to give Darren 
the right education and mental health supports 
would only take him so far. She needed to fill the 
big emotional hole in Darren’s heart. 

That’s where Pegram came in. Conway  
advocated that Darren be placed with a foster 
family that could adopt him and, luckily,  
Pegram was available. Kenny and Darren Pegram
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A Loving Parent: The Best  
Education Advocate of All    
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Darren has flourished in his care. Conway says 
Pegram has become “a solid, stable rock” for 
Darren and recalls a social worker describing him 
as Darren’s “emotional safe space.” 

Pegram had all the love in the world to share 
with Darren, but he wasn’t sure how to fight for 
Darren at school. So Conway and Davis included 
him at every step as they advocated for play 
therapy, requested a psychiatric evaluation, 
developed an individualized education plan and 
worked to get Darren a dedicated aide during the 
school day. 

Not only did the extra support help Darren,  
but along the way Conway and Davis taught 
Pegram how to be a first-rate advocate for his 
son. Recently, when Darren misbehaved at his 
after-school program, Pegram put the strategies 
he learned from Children’s Law Center into 
practice. “I had to give them different alternatives 
as to how they might have to handle him 
because, no, we’re not going to blame the  
7-year-old,” Pegram says.

His advocacy worked. Staff changes were made 
and now things are running smoothly. 

But even as Darren learned to trust Pegram, he 
still missed his mother and worried he would 
never see her again. Pegram told Darren his 
mother would always be part of their family, 
saying “I can’t wait to meet your mom and give 
her a big, old hug.” And he made good on that 
promise. Today, Darren visits with his mother, 
knowing he can love her while coming to 
understand that she can’t provide the safety  
and security of his “rock.” 

Pegram’s adoption of Darren was finalized on 
National Adoption Day. Looking ahead, Pegram 
sees a future in which Darren can put his clever 
mind to use. But, whatever path Darren chooses, 
Pegram knows he will grow up with no doubt 
about one thing: “He will always know that I’m 
here for him and my family’s here for him.” 
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Measuring Results Improves Practice

Children’s Law Center measures the impact of our 
legal interventions to ensure that our advocacy 
makes a long-term difference in children’s lives.  
Our evaluation reveals that children are twice as 
likely to be learning, healthy and safe two years 
after we help them if we have coached their parents 
or caregivers on how to be strong advocates.  
In 2016, we turned this learning into action:   
Now we explicitly coach all of our adult clients to  
be good advocates – just like Kenny Pegram.

“He will always know that I’m here for him…”
—  Kenny Pegram
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Akhil and Ellen Medley

Sometimes a skilled legal advocate can help turn life around for a family at risk.  
Children’s Law Center has created a powerful community of savvy, experienced  
attorneys who know how to fight for children – no matter how complex their situations 
or how urgent their needs. DC’s largest nonprofit legal services provider,  
Children’s Law Center is a fixture in DC, providing support to vulnerable families for  
more than 20 years. Here’s how Children’s Law Center helped Ellen and Akhil.

“Without Children’s Law Center, I wouldn’t  
have Akhil.” 

Ellen Medley spent her childhood in foster care. 
She had “a lot of lawyers.” She can’t remember 
any of their names.

But when Medley’s son, Akhil, went into foster 
care, the judge appointed Jess Kurtz from 
Children’s Law Center to look out for his best 
interests – giving Medley the chance to see what 
a tenacious, caring lawyer can accomplish.  

Kurtz realized immediately that Akhil wasn’t safe 
with Medley while she was using drugs. But Kurtz 
also saw that she had good parenting skills and 
was determined to protect her son from her drug 
use. So Kurtz advocated for Medley to participate 
in Family Treatment Court, a program for 
mothers whose substance abuse problems have 
led to allegations of child abuse or neglect. 

“I had a very tough love phone call with Ellen,” 
Kurtz says. “I told her she had to step up, and  
she did.” 

“It was a big wake-up call for me,”  
Medley remembers.

Like many children in foster care, Akhil had 
serious developmental delays. Although he was 
more than a year old, he couldn’t walk, talk or eat 
soft foods.

Ellen and Akhil Medley
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Breaking the Cycle of Neglect



From the start, Kurtz fought for early intervention 
services, such as speech and occupational 
therapy, so Akhil could catch up. Once Medley 
was stable in treatment, Kurtz included her in 
meetings so she could learn to advocate for Akhil 
herself. It worked. When home-based services 
weren’t intensive enough, Medley secured a hard-
to-get spot at a full-time child care program for 
children with special needs.

When Medley graduated from the Family 
Treatment Court program, she regained custody 
of Akhil. Now that she is drug-free, she has 
become the mother that Kurtz knew she could 
be. Akhil’s speech therapist gave Medley tricks to 
get Akhil to talk more at home. She’s using them, 
and Akhil surprises her with all he’s learning. 
He can walk, repeat everything she says and is 
learning sign language.  

To make Akhil’s first Christmas at home with his 
mother special, he participated in Children’s Law 
Center’s Holiday Hope Drive. Akhil received a 
LeapPad and a toy car – and Medley received a 
$200 gift card that she used to buy groceries and 
clothes. The gifts meant as much to Medley as 
they did to Akhil.  

The best gift of all, however, is what Children’s 
Law Center did to help Medley break the cycle of 
abuse and neglect, and to give Akhil a chance to 
grow up with a loving mother who can fight for 
the education and health care he needs. 
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“�Initially we provided gifts for children in foster care. 
Over time we learned more about Children’s Law 
Center. While a holiday gift can brighten a child’s 
day or week, advocating for a stable home, safe 
housing and educational accommodations has 
a more significant impact on a child’s life, so we 
became year-round donors!”

— George Giamas and Julie Roberts

Holiday Hope Drive

The Medleys were among the hundreds of 
families that benefited from our Holiday Hope 
Drive last year. Donors like Julie Roberts and 
George Giamas (above) provided toys, books, 
clothing and groceries to many of Children’s 
Law Center’s clients to help spread cheer 
during the holiday season – an especially 
difficult time for our children and families.



Laila and Carlos Rodriguez

Health care and immigration are two of the most fraught, challenging issues facing 
the nation. Without question, that’s true for DC, too. Navigating those two systems 
is complex, high-stakes and almost impossible for lay people to manage. Without a 
skilled advocate, steep medical bills and vulnerable immigration status could have  
derailed life for Laila and her uncle, Carlos, but Children’s Law Center stepped in. 
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When a child struggles with asthma, most 
parents don’t think to call a lawyer. So Children’s 
Law Center teams with pediatricians across the 
District, training them to recognize when a lawyer 
can be a life-saver.  

That’s how Carlos Rodriguez and his niece, Laila, 
came to Children’s Law Center.

Rodriguez, who works in school maintenance, 
faced $12,000 in hospital bills resulting from 
Laila’s emergency care for life-threatening 
asthma. He couldn’t pay the bills and worried 
about the debt collection agencies.   

Rodriguez has cared for Laila ever since her 
grandmother passed away several years ago. Her 
grandmother brought Laila to the United States 
from El Salvador when Laila was 9 years old, after 
Laila’s father murdered her mother. He is serving 
a 30-year prison sentence. 

Since arriving in DC, Laila has become a good 
student who loves to learn. But her asthma has 
persisted and, with it, trips to hospital emergency 
rooms when she cannot breathe.

Because of the unpaid bills, Rodriguez has  
to decide during every asthma attack if it is 
serious enough to warrant an expensive trip  
to the hospital.

A social worker knew Children’s Law Center has 
a lawyer onsite at Mary’s Center, a local health 
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Looking Beyond the Symptoms



clinic, and urged Rodriguez to call. He did, and 
attorneys Kathy Zeisel and Thayer Hardwick got 
involved, negotiating with the hospital to get 
Laila’s bill reduced to just $100. They also got 
her Medicaid coverage reinstated so future bills 
would be paid. 

Children’s Law Center knows a child’s well-being 
requires security in all areas of her life – family, 
health and education. And Zeisel realized Laila’s 
well-being was at risk in two additional ways. 
First, her uncle did not have legal custody of 
her and, thus, would be hampered in securing 
quality health care for Laila. Second, and perhaps 
more importantly, although Rodriguez is a U.S. 
citizen, Laila did not have legal immigration 
status. Without it, she was subject to deportation 
and could not participate in DC’s summer teen 
jobs program and would not be able to secure 
financial aid for college or a job. 

Zeisel knew that if Rodriguez filed for custody, 
it would help Laila qualify for Special Immigrant 
Juvenile Status (SIJS), a first step toward 
permanent legal status. So she filed a case in 
family court and got the necessary custody order 
needed to pursue SIJS. Children’s Law Center 
then connected Laila to a lawyer who is working 
to get her permanent status and a Social Security 
card of her own. 

Today, Laila is a studious 15-year-old who thrives 
at a public charter school. In her spare time, she 
loves to make pupusas for her family and friends. 

Rodriguez’s goal for his niece? The chance to 
own a house, which represents the security he 
lacked growing up poor and without an education 
in El Salvador. With Laila’s medical bills resolved 
and her immigration status being addressed, 
Rodriguez is helping her make this dream a 
reality, starting with a high school diploma and a 
college degree.
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Expanding to Upper Cardozo

Through our medical-legal partnership, Children’s 
Law Center uses legal advocacy to address the root 
causes of children’s health problems. Thanks to a 
2016 commitment from the Jones Day Foundation 
and Deerbrook Charitable Trust, we expanded our 
partnership to Unity Health Clinic in Upper Cardozo, 
which serves low-income families in a predominantly 
Latino community. Staff attorney Adrian Alvarez  
works on-site as a member of the medical team.   

Kathy Zeisel, a senior supervising attorney,  
onsite at a clinic with our Healthy Together  
medical-legal partnership



Policy

Children’s Law Center builds its policy agenda from the real-world experiences of  
the 5,500 children and families we assist each year. Together with in-depth legal  
analysis, thoughtful strategy and thorough research on best practices, we use these  
experiences to drive our work as we partner with policymakers, government leaders 
and allies to improve policies, practices and laws that impact the District’s children.
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n  �Education. We work to ensure children with 
special needs and children in foster care get 
the education they need to succeed in school 
and in life.

n  �Health. Experts estimate that as many as 
20,000 of the District’s children need mental 
health care, and thousands get no care at all. 
We work to get high quality services to children 
sooner by increasing funding and breaking 
down bureaucratic barriers that prevent 
children from getting care.

n  �Family. We advocate to improve DC’s child 
welfare system so more children can remain 
safely with their parents and relatives, foster 
children and their caregivers get the support 
they need and older foster youth have the 
opportunity to be successful and independent.
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Damon King, senior policy attorney, testifying before the  
DC Council at an oversight hearing

Our top policy priorities:  

We had tremendous victories in 2016:   
 �More than 12,000 children were faced with 
the prospect of having no cash support 
because District law threatened to eliminate 
welfare benefits (called TANF or Temporary 
Assistance to Needy Families) to their families. 
Children’s Law Center joined forces with the 
DC Fiscal Policy Institute to lead a coalition 
that preserved these benefits and secured a 
commitment from Mayor Muriel Bowser to 
develop a humane TANF policy in 2017.

 �2,000 infants and toddlers in DC have 
developmental delays that threaten their  
well-being. Children’s Law Center secured the 
funding needed to continue to provide early 
intervention services for half of these children – 
the ones with the most significant delays.  
We also secured a commitment that  
the remaining children will get these services  
by 2018, preventing a planned four-year delay  
in expanding these essential services.
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�   � �Foster youth don’t have parents to help them 
prepare for college and careers. Children’s Law 
Center convinced DC’s child welfare agency 
to begin working with foster youth in middle 
school (rather than waiting until 11th grade) to 
give them the tools they need to prepare for 
their futures – and then secured the funding 
from the DC Council that allowed the agency to 
hire the needed staff.   

Our policy work is as varied as the needs of the 
District’s children. In 2016, Children’s Law Center 
testified at the DC Council more than  
30 times on a range of issues including 
education, immigration, health, housing, foster 
parenting, transportation, child sex trafficking 
and more. Just ask councilmembers about our 
testimony and they are likely to tell you about our 
expertise, our solution-oriented approach – and 
our extensive endnotes!

We also meet regularly with the leaders of  
key government agencies, work closely with 
agency staff and partner with allies in several 
influential coalitions.   

Perhaps most importantly, we are pragmatic  
and goal-oriented, with proven ability to adjust  
to the ever-shifting political landscape. When  
the 2016 election results made clear that we 
should expect dramatic changes to federal 
policy and budget, we began working with DC’s 
top officials to determine what the impact will 
be on the city’s low-income children. We are 
planning for the day when federal funding for 
basic necessities like food, housing and child care 
is cut, and DC has to replace federal dollars that 
once provided basic services to its low-income 
families. That will be a key focus of Children’s Law 
Center’s policy work in 2017.
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 “�We haven’t always agreed, but your comments and testimony are specific 
and thought out.”

—  Phil Mendelson, DC Council Chair



Pro Bono
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expertise may be intellectual property, mergers 
and acquisitions or commercial litigation, they 
partner with us to make the District more safe 
and just for all its children. 

Children’s Law Center arms each pro bono 
attorney with the training and support needed to 
win. Pro bono lawyers have access to an online 
compendium of world-class legal materials and 
an experienced Children’s Law Center attorney 
who is available to mentor them, strategize about 
legal theory and provide critical information 
about local practice. 

In 2016, pro bono lawyers transformed the lives 
of hundreds of children and families — while also 
helping themselves. Well more than half of our 
pro bono lawyers say the experience improved 
their client counseling, negotiation and litigation 
skills – and many report that their work with 
Children’s Law Center resulted in their first hug 
from a client.

Every day, Children’s Law Center takes calls  
about children at risk. Judges seek counsel to 
protect a child’s best interests during a high-
conflict custody dispute. Pediatricians raise 
concerns that a child’s dangerous outbursts 
result from learning disabilities or that a child’s 
uncontrolled asthma is caused by deplorable 
housing conditions. Social workers want to 
facilitate adoptions. Parents and grandparents 
fear for a child who isn’t learning or who is living 
in an unsafe situation. Without a lawyer, the 
caller can’t navigate the legal labyrinth in order to 
protect a child and unlock her or his potential.

There aren’t enough hours in the day for 
Children’s Law Center’s 100-person staff of 
lawyers, social workers and investigators to  
assist every child in need.

For this reason, we built a network of more  
than 500 pro bono attorneys from the  
District’s top law firms, corporations and 
government agencies. Although their primary 

Zach’s mother abandoned him shortly after his 
birth. His paternal grandparents gained shared 
custody and raised him until he was 6 years 
old. Concerned that Zach’s grandmother was 
physically and emotionally abusive toward Zach, 
his grandfather removed him from the family’s 

home and sought sole legal custody. The judge 
asked Children’s Law Center to find a lawyer to 
represent Zach’s best interests in the custody 
proceeding. Latham associate Matthew Holt 
agreed to take the matter on a pro bono basis.
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“�If this was the only case I ever handled, the whole process of getting my law degree would  
be worth it. I changed someone’s life.”

—  Matthew J. Holt, Associate, Latham & Watkins LLP

Zach’s Family United

A Win for Children and for Lawyers  



Holt’s thorough investigation led to a shocking 
discovery: Zach’s father, Isaiah Spencer, never 
intended to relinquish full custody to Zach’s 
grandparents. But, without help from a lawyer, he 
had inadvertently given up custody to his parents 
while in court trying to get Zach covered under 
his parents’ health insurance. It was a devastating 
loss, made more painful when Spencer had to 
relocate to Florida with Zach’s younger brother 
and could not take Zach with him. After moving 
away, Spencer worried about Zach night and day, 
often breaking into tears when he talked about 
his son and how he wished he still had custody. 

Holt quickly determined it was in Zach’s best 
interest to be reunited with his father. He turned 
to his Children’s Law Center mentor, Diane 
Weinroth, to help craft a legal strategy. With 
her guidance and with support from colleagues 
at Latham, Holt argued that Spencer had not 
knowingly consented to his parents taking 
custody of Zach and that custody should be 
returned to Spencer. Spencer’s father, Zach’s 
grandfather, supported the motion. 

The judge agreed. Zach is being reunited with his 
father and younger brother. And his grandfather 
can continue playing the most fun role of all, 
doting grandfather.
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Zach with his younger brother

2016 Children’s  
Pro Bono Champion

A team from Skadden,  
Arps, Slate, Meagher &  
Flom LLP after receiving their 
award at the 2016 Helping 
Children Soar Benefit.
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Law Office of Abebe & Associates
The Advisory Board Company
Aetna
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Allen & Overy LLP
Altria Group
American University Washington  
   College of Law
Arce Stark Law LLC
Arent Fox LLP
Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP
The Law Office of Nigel M. Atwell
Noah Baer
BakerHostetler LLP
Ballard Spahr LLP
Allison Bauer
Evelyn Becker
Buchanan, Ingersoll & Rooney PC
BuckleySandler LLP
Carlton Fields Jorden Burt, P.A.
Natasha Cenatus
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Clifford Chance US LLP
Columbus School of Law at Catholic     
   University of America
Cooley LLP
Covington & Burling LLP
Crowell & Moring LLP
Curtis, Mallet, Provost, Colt, Mosle
Courtney DeCuir
Delaney McKinney LLP
Deloitte
Dentons 
Ditthavong & Steiner PC
DLA Piper
Dodd Legal LLC
Law Offices of Edward J. Elder
Ernst & Young LLP

Federal Government Pro Bono Program
Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow,  
   Garrett & Dunner LLP
Fish & Richardson P.C.
Freddie Mac
Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson LLP
Frommer, Lawrence & Haug LLP
General Electric Company
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Gilbert LLP
Groom Law Group, Chartered
Guerrieri Clayman Bartos & Parcelli PC
Haynes and Boone, LLP
Hogan Lovells US LLP
Hollingsworth LLP
Hunton & Williams LLP
The Jacob Burns Community Legal Clinics     
   at George Washington University
Jones Day
K&L Gates LLP
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP 
Kellogg, Huber, Hansen, Todd,  
   Evans & Figel, PLLC 
King & Spalding LLP
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Krauthamer Stahl
Latham & Watkins LLP
Mindy Leon 
Lowenstein Sandler LLP
Howard Marguiles 
Mayer Brown LLP
McDermott Will & Emery LLP
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP
The Law Offices of Pamela J. Miller
Miller & Chevalier Chartered
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Northrop Grumman Corporation
Paul Hastings LLP

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton &  
   Garrison LLP
Pepper Hamilton LLP
Perkins Coie LLP
Pierce Atwood LLP
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Irene Price
Proskauer Rose LLP
Reed Smith LLP
Richards Kibbe & Orbe LLP
Ropes & Gray LLP
Sidley Austin LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Smith Pachter McWhorter PLC
Amanda Sow
Patricia Spicer
Squire Patton Boggs
Phyllis Stallone
Steptoe & Johnson LLP
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young, LLP
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP
Jessica Tannenbaum
Yuka Taylor
Law Offices of Nicole Tuchinda
University of the District of Columbia,  
   David A. Clarke School of Law
Van Ness Feldman LLP
Venable LLP
Verizon
White & Case LLP
Wiley Rein LLP
Williams & Connolly LLP
WilmerHale
Winston & Strawn LLP
Sumeera Younis

2016 Pro Bono Partners

“�Children’s Law Center is a top-notch organization with knowledgeable, dedicated  
and passionate staff. You can’t go wrong partnering with Children’s Law Center on  
pro bono cases.”

—  J. Andrew Keyes, Partner, Williams & Connolly LLP
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Champions for Children

The record-breaking 2016 Champions for Children campaign raised more than $1 million from more than 
30 law firms and corporations represented on our Advisory Board. These funds will allow us to help more 
than 1,300 children and families. Children’s Law Center recognizes the generosity of three law firms with 
total 2016 annual giving that exceeded that of their peers. Because of the generosity of the Champions for 
Children firms, many more at-risk children in DC will have a top-notch lawyer to secure safe housing, special 
education services and loving, permanent families.

Thanks to support from 
Clifford Chance, we connect 
students to educational 
experts familiar with the best 
ways to get kids on track 
to learn in a time when so 
many District children face 
obstacles to education.

Dentons’ continued 
leadership gives Children’s 
Law Center the flexibility 
to handle a wide range 
of legal matters to help 
children. Dentons is a leader 
in the fight against human 
trafficking, and Children’s Law 
Center represents children  
who have been exploited 
right here in DC.

Skadden’s continued, 
generous support has meant 
that more than 100 children 
in DC, this past year alone, 
are healthier. Skadden 
provided the resources 
necessary to leverage  
the law to combat one of  
the highest rates of asthma  
in the country.

2016 Champions for Children Award Winners

100-249 attorneys in the DC office 250+ attorneys in the DC office1-99 attorneys in the DC office

David DiBari Joanne L. Zimolzak Mitchell S. Ettinger



Theodore D. Segal 
Chair 
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young, LLP

Melissa Wiley 
Treasurer 
Ernst & Young LLP

Alan A. Pemberton 
Secretary 
Covington & Burling LLP

Jessica Abrahams* 
Dentons

Allison L. Alexander 
Clark Enterprises, Inc.

Elizabeth Bausch

John T. Bentivoglio 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Jill Caiazzo 
IBM Corporation

Renee DeSilva 
The Advisory Board Company

Ona Alston Dosunmu 
The Brookings Institution

A. Patrick Doyle 
Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP

Vicki Scheer Foster

Manu Gayatrinath 
Latham & Watkins LLP

Wendy Goldberg

Justin Gray 
Gray Global Advisors, LLC

Creighton Magid 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP

Robin Rooks McQueen 
Democracy Alliance

Evan Miller 
Jones Day

Page Lane Smith

Catharine E. Snowdon 
Private Trustee

Deborah A. Wilson 
Ramshead Advisors

Peter L. Winik* 
Latham & Watkins LLP

Paul Wojcik

Joanne L. Zimolzak 
Dentons

*Board term ended in 2016.

Board of Directors
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Board Treasurer Melissa Wiley and board members Elizabeth Bausch and Justin Gray discuss challenges facing DC’s  
children and families

“My team and I pick up the phone several times a week to seek the strategic advice and  
expert help of our more than 80 governing, emeritus and advisory board members.   
There isn’t a more generous, committed group anywhere.”
—  Judith Sandalow, Executive Director



Emeritus Board Advisory Board

H. Guy Collier 
Co-chair

Vicki Scheer Foster 
Co-chair

Jessica Abrahams

Thomas N. Bulleit

Joseph S. Conti

Wayne R. Curtis

Donna Donlon

Janet Eakes

Evan R. Farber

Joseph C. Figini

Mary Giliberti

Nina Gross

Anthony Herman

Sharon Gibson Judge

Ed Lazere

May Liang

James Marsh 
Founder

Margaret J. McKinney

Carmen G. McLean

Kenneth Noyes

Sylvia Pearson

Robert A. Peck

Charles F. (Rick) Rule

Nancy Sidamon-Eristoff

Jean Steele

Julia Tolkan

Mariella Trager

Diane Weinroth

Gloria Wilder

Peter L. Winik
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Special thanks to Kathryn Baugher, Alexis DeBernardis (Crowell & Moring LLP), Shira M. Helstrom (Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP), Maureen C. Hughes (Akin Gump Strauss 
Hauer & Feld LLP), Mary Catherine Martin, Nikki McArthur (Jones Day), Jennifer A. Nelson (Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP), Jessica T. Nyman (Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman 
LLP) and Julia Post (Covington & Burling LLP) for their assistance with the advisory board during the past year.

Jill Caiazzo 
Chair 
IBM Corporation

Meredith L. Boylan 
Venable LLP

Jennifer Brough 
Locke Lord LLP

Ronald Coenen Jr. 
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP

Michele Cross 
Deloitte Financial Advisory Services LLP 

Sean M. FitzGerald 
Latham & Watkins LLP

Tracey A. Fung 
Williams & Connolly LLP

Danielle M. Garten* 
Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP

Adam C. Goldstein 
Clifford Chance US LLP

Megan L. Greer 
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP

Michael J. Gridley 
Wiley Rein LLP

Stephanie P. Hales 
Sidley Austin LLP

Jerald Hess 
DLA Piper

Melanie Katsur 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Emily Keatley 
Covington & Burling LLP

Brenda E. Lee 
WilmerHale

Alexis A. Lien* 
Williams & Connolly LLP

Erika Linthicum* 
Morgan Stanley

Kara H. Lowery 
Fannie Mae

Victoria N. Lynch-Draper 
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP

David McDonough 
Wells Fargo & Company

Stacey McEvoy 
Hogan Lovells US LLP

Bryan Nese 
Mayer Brown LLP

Katherine E. Pappas 
Miller & Chevalier Chartered

Anjali B. Patel 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Hilary K. Perkins 
Jones Day

Timothy W. Riffe 
Fish & Richardson P.C.

Rochelle-Leigh Rosenberg 
Crowell & Moring LLP

Lauren K. Roth* 
Pharmaceutical Research and  
   Manufacturers of America (PhRMA)

Jordana S. Rubel 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Brian D. Schneider 
Arent Fox LLP

Margaret (Maggie) Spicer  
White & Case LLP

Amanda Pedvin Varma 
Steptoe & Johnson LLP

Katherine Veeder 
Dentons

Catie Ventura 
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Jessica Waters 
American University

Hillary Webber 
McDermott Will & Emery LLP

*Board term ended in 2016.



$250,000+
The Deerbrook Charitable Trust

District of Columbia Bar Foundation

Jones Day Foundation

$100,000 - $249,999
Bainum Family Foundation

Meyer Foundation

The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz  
   Foundation

Morton K. and Jane Blaustein Foundation

Trellis Fund

$50,000 - $99,999
Covington & Burling LLP* U 

Fund for Children, Youth, and Families,  
   administered by the Community  
   Foundation for the National Capital  
   Region

Latham & Watkins LLP* U

Share Fund U

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher &  
   Flom LLP U

The William J. and Dorothy K. O’Neill     
   Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer  
   & Feld LLP* U

Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP* U

Children’s National Health System U

Dentons* U

Park Foundation

Sidley Austin LLP* U

$15,000 - $24,999
Crowell & Moring LLP*

Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow,  
   Garrett & Dunner LLP

Gray Global Advisors, LLC U

Hogan Lovells US LLP

Mayer Brown LLP* U

McDermott Will & Emery LLP

The Morrison & Foerster Foundation* U

Ropes & Gray LLP U

Steptoe & Johnson LLP* U

Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young, LLP* U

TruShield Security Solutions U

Venable LLP

Williams & Connolly LLP U

$10,000 - $14,999
Arent Fox LLP*

Bates White

Charles River Associates

Clifford Chance US LLP

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP U

Delta Star, Inc. U

Fish & Richardson P.C. U

General Electric Company

Hunton & Williams LLP

Jones Day* U

The Max and Victoria Dreyfus  
   Foundation, Inc.

McLarty Companies U

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP*

Public Welfare Foundation

Quadrangle Development Corporation U

The Rapoport Family Foundation

RML Automotive U

Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP*

White & Case LLP U

WilmerHale*

Institutional Donors

Thank you to the generous law firms, corporations and foundations that make  
Children’s Law Center’s work possible.
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 “�Over the past 10 years, I have been impressed by Children’s Law Center’s determination 
to grow a stronger organization that would have a bigger impact. It’s true in their  
commitment to building a stronger management team and board, building a strong 
policy team and raising their voice.”

—  Rick Moyers, Vice President, Programs and Communications, Meyer Foundation



$5,000 - $9,999
The Advisory Board Company U

Allen & Overy LLP U

Baker McKenzie U

BuckleySandler LLP* U

Carlton Fields Jorden Burt, P.A.

Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC U

Consilio U

Cooley LLP

Delaney McKinney LLP* U

The Dorsey & Whitney Foundation U

Evermay Wealth Management, LLC U

Feldesman Tucker Leifer Fidell LLP U

Fragomen Worldwide

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Jackson & Campbell, P.C.

Kirkland & Ellis LLP*

Locke Lord LLP

Lockton Companies U

Lowenstein Sandler LLP

Mary and Daniel Loughran Foundation

Miller & Chevalier Chartered* U

MorganFranklin Consulting

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind,  
   Wharton & Garrison LLP

Pepper Hamilton LLP U

Raffa Financial Services, Inc.

Richard E. and Nancy P.  
   Marriott Foundation

The Rodham Institute

SunTrust Bank U

Thomson Reuters U

Walker & Dunlop U

Wiley Rein LLP

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich &  
   Rosati Foundation U

Xact Data Discovery

$3,000 - $4,999
BakerHostetler LLP U

CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield U

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP*

The Cohen Group

Cresa Partners of Washington D.C. Inc.

DLA Piper

Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson LLP

FTI Consulting, Inc. U

Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

The Raben Group U

Van Ness Feldman LLP

The Zerhouni Family Charitable     
   Foundation U

Children’s Law Center 2016 Annual Report   |   18 Children’s Law Center 2016 Annual Report   |   19

*These firms participate in the DC Access to Justice Commission’s Raising the Bar in DC Campaign.

U = Children’s Law Center 20th Anniversary Donors.

Fellowships Expand Our Impact

Throughout our history, fellows have 
enhanced our work and allowed us to 
assist many more children and families. 
Thanks to law firms and corporations too 
numerous to list, 15 Equal Justice Works 
and Skadden Fellows began their legal 
careers at Children’s Law Center. After 
their fellowships, all but three stayed  
on – and five still work with us today. 
(Three of them are shown to the left) 

26 Covington associates and 
22 paralegals have joined our 
staff for six months or a year, 
as part of Covington’s loaned 
associate/paralegal program.



$50,000+
John T. Bentivoglio U

Diane and Norman Bernstein  
   Foundation U

Diana and Stephen Goldberg U

Wendy and Fred Goldberg U

Theodore D. Segal and  
   Joyce Wasserstein U

Page and Howard Smith U

$25,000 - $49,999
Elizabeth and Justin Bausch U

Mitch and Carrie Ettinger U

Joseph C. Figini and Jason Denby U

Elizabeth and Michael Galvin U

The Andrew and Julie Klingenstein  
   Family Fund U

May Liang and Jim Lintott U

Katie and Dick Snowdon U

Elsa Walsh and Bob Woodward U

Deborah A. Wilson and  
   Anthony Herman U

$20,000 - $24,999
David and Katherine Bradley U

Tom and Kristy Bulleit U

Michael Felty U

Vicki and Michael Foster U

Creighton and Vicky Magid U

James Marsh and Amy Fastenberg U

Evan Miller and Nancy Hedin U

Melissa Wiley U

$10,000 - $19,999
Beaverdale Foundation U

Mark Chandler and Laurie Wingate U

Jule Cahill Crider and Greg Crider

Renee DeSilva and Ernest Bowser U

Manu Gayatrinath U

Lisa Greenman and Paul Leder U

Charles F. (Rick) Rule

Ina and Terrance Sandalow

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous (2)

Cindy and Mark Aron

Jim Bodner and Victoria Greenfield

Steven Cline and Christopher Bolcik U

Gregory B. Craig U

Joyce Deroy and Warren King U

Victor J. DeSantis U

A. Patrick Doyle and Elizabeth Downes

Andrea Gray 

Justin Gray 

The Honorable Eric H. Holder, Jr.  
   and Sharon Malone U

The Honorable Gladys Kessler U

Tom Kim and John Olson U

Nicole and Joshua Mintz U

Anthony and Dale Pappas U

Alan and Miriam Pemberton U

Thomas Pheasant and  
   Juan Carlos Rincones

Paul Wojcik

$3,000 - $4,999
Lori Bean U

Nathaniel and Lee Beers U

Jeff Brennan and Debbie Feinstein U

Miguel Browne and Silvija Strikis U

Jill Caiazzo U

Evan Cohen U

H. Guy Collier U

Joseph and Dorothy Conti U

David and Martha Dantzic U

Alice S. Fisher U

Benjamin Gitterman U

J. Beth and Roland Goss

Michael and Kathryn Hanley U

Geoffrey Klineberg and Ursula Werner U

Judith Korn

Beth A. Levene and David A. Becker

J. Bruce Mackey U

John M. Nannes

Don and Olwen Pongrace U

Jessica Rosenbaum

Judith Sandalow

Linda and Steuart Thomsen U

Keith and Geetha Waehrer

Joanne L. Zimolzak and Eric Sampson U

Kite Club
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Thank you to the 2016 members of our Kite Club, Children’s Law Center’s most generous 
individual and family foundation donors, who give $1,500 or more each year to support  
our work with DC’s most vulnerable children.



$1,500 - $2,999
Jessica Abrahams

Warren Allen II and Chandra Keller-Allen U

Diane Ambler and Ethan Grossman U

Kady Ashley and David Luigs

Bill and Olivia Baker U

Jan W. and Kathryn Kavanagh Baran

Charles Berk

Josh and Lisa Bernstein U

Marcia and Donald Bisenius

Meredith L. Boylan U

Jennifer Bragg

Shirley Brandman and Howard Shapiro

Brian V. Breheny and Pedro Lay U

Jim and Marian Brodsky

Jennifer and Branden Brough U

Cory and Rachel Capps

Eva Marie Carney and Alan L. Cohen U

Ronald Coenen Jr.

Dina and Wayne Curtis

Ronald and Jessica Dabrowski

Karen M. Dale U

David DiBari U

David Edwards and Jacqueline Holmes

Heidi Eitel and Brian Yourish

Evan and Amanda Farber

Cary and Nancy Feldman U

Heather Fine U

Marc and Phyllis Fleischaker

Jeffrey R. and Maxine B. Freund U

Scott and Danielle Garten U

Carolyn Gleason U

Lloyd Goldfarb and Sandrine Ennis

Adam C. Goldstein U

Armando Gomez U

Douglas Greenburg U

Andrew Greenfield

Michael J. Gridley

Laura and Brent Gurney U

Stephanie P. Hales and  
   Thomas L. Devlin U

Stephen and Dale Harburg U

David and Rebekah Hazelton U

Haim Hechtman U

Steven K. Heger and Carla Enterline-Heger

Nancy Hendry and William Baer

Jerald and Alex Hess U

Mary Anne and Tom Hilliard U

Jessica Hough and Raina Brubaker U

Aimee Imundo U

Sharon Gibson Judge and Thomas Judge U

Laura Kaufman

Emily and Benton Keatley

J. Andrew Keyes and Cathleen Trail

Leslie and Paul Kiernan U

Mark Klaiman U

Billy and Casey Laxton U

Ed Lazere and Suzanne Griffith U

Debra Lehman Smith U

Michael D. Mann and Carol Salzman

Mary Catherine Martin

Mary Beth Maxwell

Jim and Marilyn McCullough

Kathleen McDermott

Carmen and Carson McLean

J.B. and Kate Meek

Leakhena Mom U

Ron Morgan

Stephanie Mueller

Alison and Michael Nadel

Claudia O’Brien U

Reza and Yasmine Pahlavi U

Thomas Papson and Toby Singer

Jane and Thad Paul

Hilary and Paul Perkins

Carter Phillips and Sue Henry

Ruth and Stephen Pollak

Julia and Jonathan Post U

Kathy and Tom Raffa

Timothy W. Riffe 

Toni A. Ritzenberg

Julie Roberts and George Giamas

James Rocap

Michael Rogan and Susan Schaffer U

Rochelle-Leigh Rosenberg and   
   Daniel Ben-Zadok U

Bruce and Lori Laitman Rosenblum U

Sarah and Benjamin Shapiro U

Rachel and Paul Sheridan U

Brian Shook and Derek Thomas

Nancy and Simon Sidamon-Eristoff

Lynda Guild Simpson and   
   Richard A. Simpson

Cliff Sloan and Mary Lou Hartman U

Eric Sonnenschein U

Margaret (Maggie) Spicer U

Lila and Brendan Sullivan

Stephen J. Teach and Elizabeth B. Jewett U

Julia Tossell U

Mariella and Michael Trager U

Jennifer Van Driesen U

Daniel Volchok and Kathleen Keller U

Charles Walker and Raina Fishbane U

Hillary Webber and Eric Conn

Greg and Maria Whiteaker U

Kathie and Mike Williams U

Peter and Sylvia Winik

Chris Wright and Becky Troth U

Margaret Zwisler
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U = Children’s Law Center 20th Anniversary Donors.



$500 - $1,499
Anonymous (5)

Michelle and Jim Alberg

Richard and Emily Alexander

James and Masako Armstrong

Katherine Baer

Michael Baratz and  
   Raanan Weintraub Baratz

James H. Barker

James Barrett

Aaron Bartell and Talia Dubovi

Deborah Baum

Paul R. Berger

Will Berger

Bruce and Deborah Berman

Alan Berube and Cristina Boccuti

Kim Marie and Scott Boylan

Tracey Braun and Chris McIsaac

Matt Brill

David Brown

Marie and Craig Callan

Rebecca Canuel

Barton Clark

Donald Clarke

Cheryl Coe

Gregory B. Coleman and  
   Allison L. Alexander

Paul and Ana Collins

William B. Conway Jr.

Ty and Julia Cottrill

Rob and Teri Culbertson

David and Page Dekker

David DeRamus and Rosemary Regis

Ona Alston Dosunmu

Helen and Ray DuBois

Joanna Edgell

Lisa Strauch Eggers and Mitchell Eggers

Jeanine Elgin

Karen K. Epstein

David Evans

Joseph and Jane Farrell

John A. Feeley 

Ales Filipi

Adam T. Finn

Miriam Fisher

Sean M. FitzGerald

Fletcher Family Foundation

Lauryn Fraas and Brendan Sweeney

Jonathan Franklin and 
   Sharon Bradford Franklin

Ruth Friedman

Tracey A. Fung

Katherine L. Garrett and   
   Donald P. Salzman

James Gauch

Alice and Stephen Gertzman

Jennifer Giordano

Edward and Susan Glynn

Bruce Grabow

Alan Green and Joanne Marks

Joel and Rebecca Green

Ruth and Tom Green

Megan L. Greer

Arielle and Jeffrey Grill

Robert and Mary Gross

Denise Hanna

Eric Harberson

Clifford and Elizabeth Harrington

Donald Harrison

Chris Hart

Joseph and Melanie Hartman

Julia Hatcher

Geoffrey and Elizabeth Hobart

Adam Hoffinger

Howard Hogan

Julie Hong and Julian Kim

Philip and Roberta Horton

Shagufa Hossain

Christina Hughes

Dorothy and Peter Hughes

Maureen Hughes and Michael McDonald

Adam and Ngoc Hulbig

Paul James Hunt

John R. Jacob

Everett Johnson

Cristopher D. Jones and 
   Jeffrey N. Williamson

George A. Jones

Sian Jones

Melanie Katsur

Diane and Gib Kerr

Jeffrey Klein

Marcia Kuntz

Laura Laemmle-Weidenfeld

Lauren and Marc Laitin

Paul Laurenza

Edwin and Marianne Lavergne

Brenda Lee and Scott Neuman

Yoon Young Lee and Matthew Regan

Jason Licht

Catherine Livingston and  
   Nick Netchvolodoff

Laura Loeb and Howard Morse

Fabricio Longhin

Gail and Mark Lynch

Victoria N. Lynch-Draper

Peri Mahaley

Dan Masur and Sherry Rhodes

Nikki McArthur

Daniel McCall

Kate McCarthy

Stacey and Jay McEvoy

Jack and Kathleen McKay

Edward and Andrea McNicholas

Martin Menski and Mirea Lynton-Grotz

Tom Milch and Vicki Divoll

Eric Mitzenmacher

The Honorable Phil and Elizabeth Moeller

Michelle Molloy and Josh Beard

Gary Morgans

Nancy Parsons Hancock Fund

Jennifer A. Nelson

Steve and Tracy Nickelsburg

Individual Donors
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“�I am impressed with the breadth  
and depth of Children’s Law Center’s  
impact, although it is the innovative  
way that the medical-legal  
partnership gets results that  
really got my attention.” 

Jessica T. Nyman

Katherine E. Pappas

Anjali and Amit Patel

David and Sally Jean Penna

Teresa Petrovic and David Aylward

Joyce Piliero

Laurence Platt and  
   Elizabeth Clare Herington

Roger Pollak

Kristina Portner

Allison and Christopher Pugsley

Christopher and Susan Regan

M. Kristan Rizzolo

Lawrence Roberts

Laurie Robinson and Sheldon Krantz

Edward and Jytte Ruckert

Amy Rudnick and Michael Zeldin

James and Virginia Russell

David Sandalow and Holly Hammonds

Devon and Michael Scanlon

Cathy and Marc Scheineson

Brian D. and Beth Schneider

Patrick Shannon

Anne Sidamon-Eristoff

Khiran Sidhu

Jean Simons and Steve Solow

Christopher and Diana Smith

Gregory and Tamara Smith

W. Mark Smith

Abby Cohen Smutny

Roger and Stephanie Sola-Sole

Richard and Sandy Spigler

Kathleen and Matt Strottman

Nathalie Sullivan

Tannia Talento and Gary Lax

Rachel Tausend and Edwin Staples

Amanda Pedvin Varma

Katherine Veeder

Adrian Wager-Zito and Michael Zito

William and Sallie Wallace

Timothy Walsh

Marc Wassermann

Carla J. Weaver

Gadi Weinreich

Rebecca Weinreich

Jim and Elizabeth Williams

Sheila Williams

James and Katherine Wilson

Patricia Townsley Wingfield

Jeremiah Wolsk

Kevin Wrege

Wendy Wysong and Tracy Rickett

Barbara Yellen and Philip West

Maryelena and Gino Zaccardelli

Sogand Zamani
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The collective strength of all Children’s 
Law Center’s donors helps kids soar. 
And, thanks to matching dollars provided by 
several board members and our founder, we 
raised an additional $500,000 from individuals 
in 2016 to support DC’s kids, in honor of 
Children’s Law Center’s 20th Anniversary.

Wendy & Fred 
Goldberg

Ted Segal 
& Joyce 

Wasserstein

Katie & Dick 
Snowdon

James Marsh

John 
Bentivoglio

— Leslie (and Paul) Kiernan   
 
The Kiernans are among 170 Kite Club members  
in 2016, up from 127 in 2015.



Individual Donors

$250 - $499
Anonymous (7)

Cheryl and Marc Aaron

Wendy Atrokhov

Ankie and Fran Barnes

David Barrett

Kathryn Baugher

Heather Bloom

Robert Boyd

Collin Cain

Morgan Campbell

Christina Carroll

Cornella Carter-Taylor

Vincent Colatriano and Terri Evans

Mark D. Colley and Deborah A. Harsch

Roberta and Douglas Colton

Peter and Susan Connolly

Steven T. Cottreau

Kelly Crowe and Peter Barclay

David Della Rocca

Danny Dominguez

Peter Edelman and  
   Marian Wright Edelman

Jessica Eisenmenger

Lisa Fastenberg and David Rabinowitz

Chris and Ursula Finley

David and Marianna Fisher

Amy Flanagan Bogle

Joanne Doddy Fort

Kathleen Fox

David Frazier

Ray Gabriel and David Modeleski

Paul and Anne Gambal

Jamie Gardner and Jonathan Stern

Paul Gaukler

Mary Ann and Gordon Gibson

Mary Giliberti and Marcus Holladay

Amy Ginn and Brian Stanton

James and Constance Cook Glen

Megan Gordon

Warren and Catherine Gorrell

Ruth Gramlich

Laura Green and Jim Kurtz

Ethan Greene

Karen Greene

Daniel and Karen Hagan

Gail Henry and Sam Francis

Susan and Michael Horovitz

Jeffrey Huvelle

Jamal and Jennifer Jafari

Maureen and Jonathan Japha

Daniel and Wendy Jarcho

Sandra Jarva Weiss

Jane and Philip Jenni

Hilary W. Joel

Barbara Kagan and Curt Mueller

David Kagan-Kans and Ellen Pearlman

Julia Kazaks and Judd Volino

Megan Keane and Chris Metzger

Seth King

Thomas and Mary Margaret Knight

Steven Kuney

Joan Kutcher and Jack Schenendorf

The Honorable Madeleine Landrieu

Esther Lee

Patrick Lemmon and Michelle Hynes

Melissa and Scott Lesmes

David C. Ling

George Lizama

Marc Machlin and Nancy Stoner

Kerrie and Marvin Mackey

Matthew and Helena MacLean

Patrick Malone

Karen Marangi

Deborah Margraff

Heidi Mattila and Jari Tuomala

Daune McDevitt

David McDonough

Angela McGowan

Allan and Darina McKelvie

Erica McKnight

Robin and Bandele McQueen

Brian Miller

Dawn and Colin Murphy

Kenneth Noyes

John Odling-Smee and Carmela Veneroso

Stephen O’Neill

Thomas Parnham

Jackson Peyton

Sara Pikofsky and Daniel Eisen

Wendy Pulliam

Rebecca Rapp

Eric and Jodi Reicin

Jessica Reimelt

David and Mary Ellen Rogers

Corey Roush and Amy Cucinella Roush

Andrea Ruggieri

Jane Ryan

John and Lynn Sachs

Austin Schlick and Pam Harris

David Schwartz

Joshua and Ashleigh Sekoski

Nathan Seltzer and Megan Quinlan

Yevgeny Shrago

Jerry and Judy Shulman

Bonnie Shute

Michael Sibarium and  
   Laura Govoni-Sibarium

David and Marie Smith

Wick and Maggie Sollers

Judith and Richard Spiegel

Michael Steinig

Nancy Dooher Stephenson

Dan and Gwynne Taylor
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Stacy Teng and Matthew Knight

Vernon and Thalia Thompson

Joseph B. Tompkins, Jr.

Sheila Walker

C.D. Ward

Sarah Warlick

Gail and Seth Warner

Jessica Waters and Douglas Ward

Rick Webber

Robert Weinberger and  
   Jennefer Hirshberg

Andy Weinrub

Patricia Weiss

Monica and Michael Werner

Tim Wierzbicki

Thomas S. Williams, Jr. and Shelley Brazier

Ben Wolfert

Jeffrey Yablon

Slava Zayats

Susan Zeisel

William Zerhouni
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Living with Scarcity

More than 100 Children’s Law Center partners, including donors, pediatricians, government 
leaders and other allies, gathered at NPR Headquarters for a lesson on how scarcity – of time, 
money and resources – affects our most vulnerable children and families. 

The evening started with a lecture from Eldar Shafir, co-author of Scarcity: The New Science of 
Having Less and How it Defines Our Lives and a dialog with Shankar Vedantam, host of NPR’s Hidden 
Brain. Shafir wove together wide-ranging research on behavioral science to help the audience 
understand how much our circumstances influence us all. Shafir got the audience of high-powered 
professionals to laugh in recognition of the impractical ways they manage their own busy lives, and 
then deftly showed that people living in poverty manage their lack of money in the same way busy 
professionals manage – or fail to manage – their scarce time.

To turn learning into action, the conversation continued at a small dinner at which Laura Zeilinger, 
Director of the DC Department of Human Services, and Tanya Royster, Director of the DC 
Department of Behavioral Health, joined Shafir and Children’s Law Center Executive Director Judith 
Sandalow to discuss the ways applying the Scarcity principles could improve government policies 
and programs.



Judith Sandalow 
Executive Director

Sharra E. Greer 
Policy Director

Wendy Phipps 
Chief Operating Officer

Brian Shook 
Chief Development Officer

Christine Smith 
Legal Director

Adrian Alvarez 
Staff Attorney

Albert Amissah 
Advocate

Gabriela Arredondo-Santisteban* 
Research and Evaluation Assistant

Rene Baez Dounias 
Administrative Assistant & Receptionist

Maggie Brennan 
Covington & Burling Loaned Associate

Jamie Bristol 
Knowledge Manager

Mary Laurin Brunson 
Director of Investigations

Evan Cass 
Senior Attorney

Atlee Chait 
Monitoring and Evaluation Associate

Adrianne Clarke 
Staff Attorney

Melissa Colangelo 
Appellate Project Manager

Dalton Collins 
Staff Attorney

Megan Conway 
Senior Attorney

Melinda Cooperman 
Staff Attorney

Jason Cowin 
Staff Attorney

Caira Cronin 
Investigator

Anne Cunningham 
Senior Attorney

Britt Curtis 
Appellate Paralegal

Ketayoun Darvich-Kodjouri* 
Communications Director

Kim Daulton 
Director of Social Work

D.D. Davis 
Supervising Attorney

Lauren DeAnna 
Social Worker

Lynne DeSarbo* 
Supervising Attorney

Nancy Drane* 
Pro Bono Director

Aubrey Edwards-Luce 
Staff Attorney

Lane Falcon 
Development Manager

Allie Federoff 
Staff Attorney

Billy Fettweis* 
Development Manager

Sarah Flohre 
Supervising Attorney

Jessie Forsythe 
Supervising Attorney

Jophie Frumin* 
Investigator

Hahva Gallagher 
Social Worker

Corinne Gammon 
Development Associate

Daniel Gestal* 
Investigator

Bonnie Goldberg* 
Development Associate

Rebecca Goldfrank 
Families First Director

Tracy Goodman 
Healthy Together Director

Christy Graham* 
Senior Attorney

Allison Green 
Senior Supervising Attorney

Marissa Gunn 
Supervising Attorney

Lauren Birzon Harriman 
Senior Attorney

Diondra Hicks 
Covington & Burling Loaned Paralegal

Chandler Hill 
Legal Assistant

2016 Staff
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Staff at the 2016 Helping Children Soar Benefit



Marcia Hollingsworth 
Staff Attorney

Mollie Jackson 
Investigator

Erica Kaufman 
Director of Corporate Philanthropy

Damon King 
Senior Attorney

Jessica Kleinman 
Staff Attorney

Ryan Kool* 
Social Worker

Bridget Koza 
Senior Attorney

Jonathan Krell 
Senior Attorney

Beth Kurtz 
Staff Attorney

Jessica Kurtz 
Supervising Attorney

Stephanie Lalley* 
Covington & Burling Loaned Paralegal

Lori Leibowitz* 
Staff Attorney

Ivan Linero 
Financial Manager

Melanie Lister 
Staff Attorney

Buck Logan 
Special Counsel

Victoria Lynch-Draper*  
Pillsbury Fellow

Emily Madden 
Brief Service Attorney & Senior Attorney

Gabrielle Mulnick Majewski 
Guardian ad Litem Education  
Project Manager

Jennifer Masi 
Pro Bono Director

Lacey Mason 
Communications Manager

Katherine L. McGiffin 
Staff Attorney

Megan McQuiddy* 
Staff Attorney

Laura Meyer 
Development Assistant

James Miller 
Investigator

Tyra Moore 
Senior Clinical Social Worker

Jennifer Morris 
Director, Guardian ad Litem Program

Cara Morse 
Staff Attorney

Renee Murphy 
Senior Attorney

Diana Newmark 
Staff Attorney

David Parker* 
Covington & Burling Loaned Associate

Alyssa Patzoldt* 
Guardian ad Litem Education  
Project Manager

Katherine Piggott-Tooke 
Supervising Attorney

Kristen Pisani-Jacques 
Deputy Director, Guardian ad  
Litem Program

Eliza Presson* 
Staff Attorney

Molly Prothero 
Investigator

Beraly Rivera 
Investigator

Lee Robbins 
Staff Attorney

Charles Ross 
Advocate

Molly Rothschild 
Pro Bono and Intake Assistant

Naïké Savain 
Staff Attorney

Paul Schuble 
IT Assistant

Dulce Segura 
Investigator

Abraham Sisson 
Senior Attorney

Diana Sisson 
Equal Justice Works Fellow & Staff Attorney

Amy Smith 
Senior Attorney

Allen Snyder 
Special Counsel

Anna Snyder* 
Social Worker

Chelsea Spade 
Social Worker

Kate Stanford* 
Senior Attorney

Holly Stevens 
Evaluation and Strategic Learning Specialist

Jess Sucherman 
Training Supervisor

Taylor Sutton 
Investigator

Lisa Swanson 
Brief Service Staff Attorney

Hillie Teller* 
Investigator

Miriam Thorne 
Investigator

Jani Tillery 
Senior Attorney

Sophie Vick 
Investigator

Michael Villafranca 
Policy Analyst

Aida Vindell 
Staff Attorney

Kimberly Waller* 
Senior Attorney

Diane Weinroth 
Special Counsel

Ileah D. Welch 
Staff Attorney

Caroline Wick 
Staff Attorney

Eva Wood 
Office Manager

Ashley Young 
Supervising Attorney

Kathy Zeisel 
Senior Supervising Attorney

Dennis Zittier 
IT Associate

*Indicates staff who left during 2016.
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Covers FY 2016 (Oct. 1, 2015-Sept. 30, 2016)

Revenue & Support

DC Court Contractual Service								        $6,254,301

Grants											           $1,537,214

Contributions										          $2,016,127

Donated Goods & Services								        $254,077

Other Income										          $33,517

Total Revenue & Support								        $10,095,236

Expenses

Total Legal Programs									         $8,036,389

General and Administrative								        $489,770

Fundraising										          $551,464

Total Expenses									         $9,077,623

89 cents  
of every dollar  

is spent on  
program 
services

2016 Financial Statement

Administrative 5%
Fundraising 6%
Program 89%
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Children’s Law Center fights so every child in DC can grow up with a loving family,  
good health and a quality education. Judges, pediatricians and families turn to us to  
be the voice for children who are abused or neglected, who aren’t learning in school,  
or who have health problems that can’t be solved by medicine alone. 

Family. Children thrive when they are in loving, stable homes but, in DC today, 
thousands of children are abused, neglected or threatened by family violence and 
conflict. Judges appoint us to advocate for children in foster care or shield kids 
from conflict during bitter parental disputes. When parents cannot safely care for 
their children, we help grandparents and other caring adults step in to give them 
safe homes through adoption, custody or guardianship.

Health. Sometimes poor health can’t be solved without legal advocacy that 
fixes unsafe housing or secures the health or mental health care a child needs. 
Children’s Law Center partners with Children’s National, Mary’s Center and Unity 
Health Care to put our lawyers side-by-side with pediatricians at health clinics 
across the District, so we can find and fix the root causes of children’s poor health.

Education. Quality education is a building block for success, but too many 
DC schools are failing children. We help children start school ready to learn by 
fighting to give infants and toddlers the early intervention they need to address 
developmental delays. We help families advocate for the special supports children 
with disabilities need to learn. We address the root causes of truancy and 
suspensions so children are in class learning every day. And we fight so children  
in foster care can stay with trusted adults in the schools they know.

With 100 staff members and hundreds of pro bono lawyers, Children’s Law Center 
reaches one out of every nine children in DC’s poorest neighborhoods –  
5,500 children and families this year. We multiply this impact by advocating for 
city-wide solutions that benefit all children. 



501 3rd Street, NW, 8th Floor 
Washington, DC 20001 
(202) 467-4900

Connect with us 
Web: 
childrenslawcenter.org  
Facebook: 
facebook.com/dcclc  
Twitter: 
@JudithSandalow and @CLCpolicy


