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COMPLAINT FOR CUSTODY 
Plaintiff, [Name], states to the Court as follows:

1. Jurisdiction for this action is based upon D.C. Code §§ 11-1101, 16-4601.01 
et seq. and 16-831.01 et seq.  
2. The District of Columbia has jurisdiction because it is the child’s home state 

because the child currently lives in the District and has lived in the District for at least six months immediately preceding the filing of this action. 


3.  The Plaintiff has standing in that s/he has lived in the same household as the child for at least four of the last six months and has primarily assumed caregiving responsibilities.


4.  The Plaintiff seeks custody of [Name of child], born [date], in [location].

5.  The Plaintiff is the [e.g., paternal grandmother] of the child.
6. Defendant [Name] is the mother of the child.
7. Defendant [Name] is the father of the child.

8. The child is currently in the care and custody of the Plaintiff.

9. The child has been continuously in the Plaintiff’s care and custody since [e.g., being placed there by Defendant [Name] in [date]]. 
10. In the past five years [or since birth for a child under five years old] the child had lived at the following address(es):

ADDRESSES                  DATES                CHILD LIVED WITH (Names)
11.  The current address of each person with whom the child lived previously is:
FULL NAME




CURRENT ADDRESS

12.  The Plaintiff has been the child’s sole provider. 
13.  Defendant [Name] has not visited the child since [ ].
14.  Defendant [Name] has not visited the child since [ ].


15.  The Plaintiff does not know of a person who claims to have custody or visitation rights with regard to the child who is not already named a defendant in this case.

16.  The Plaintiff does not know of any proceedings in the District of Columbia or any state or territory involving the child.         

17. The Plaintiff is a fit and proper person to have custody of the child and make decisions about the child’s well-being, and Plaintiff believes that it is in the best interest of the child that custody be awarded to [her/him].

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests:


1.  that the Plaintiff be awarded [joint or sole] legal custody and [joint or sole] physical custody of [name of child]; and 

2.  such further relief as the Court may deem just and proper.  
I solemnly swear or affirm under criminal penalties for the making of a false statement that I have read the foregoing Complaint for Custody, and that the factual statements I made in it are true to the best of my personal knowledge, information, and belief.

_____________________________________ 

[Plaintiff’s name]





_____________________________________ 





[Attorney name]





[Bar number]





[Address, phone, fax, email]





Attorney for Plaintiff [Name]

�If plaintiff fears harassment or harm, a substitute address may be used.  Include (Substitute address) in the caption.  Domestic Relations Rule 10(b)(2).


�If you do not have a current address, list the last known address to the best of plaintiff’s knowledge and include (last known address).


�If paternity is unknown, only include one defendant and state in complaint that paternity is unknown.


�If this is not the basis jurisdiction under the UCCJEA, allege the one that is.  It is also possible to allege facts elsewhere in the complaint that establish jurisdiction without having a paragraph that explicitly addresses jurisdiction.


�If this is not the basis for standing in your case, allege facts that are.  You can also allege facts elsewhere in the complaint that establish standing without having a paragraph that explicitly addresses standing.


�If paternity is unknown, state that.


� #10 and #11 can be done as a “chart” or descriptively/narratively, whichever works best.  


The information is to the best of your client’s knowledge.  If your client doesn’t know, or the information is approximate, that can be indicated (e.g. “approximate” or “unknown”).


�Paragraphs 9, 12, 13 and 14 are fact-specific to your case.   You may include any allegations about the facts of the case that you think would be helpful in terms of advocacy, but you do not have to provide these kinds of background facts or convey your case theory in the complaint.  What and how much to include is a strategic choice.


�If there has been another proceeding, state that.
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