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ORDER APPOINTING GUARDIAN AD LITEM

It is this _____ day of __________, 20__, by the District of Columbia Superior Court,

ORDERED, that _______________ is hereby appointed as the guardian ad litem (“GAL”) for the minor child(ren): _________, born ___________, and ________________, born _________; and it is further, 
ORDERED, that the GAL shall represent the best interests of said child(ren) in the above-captioned case in all matters relating to custody and visitation; and it is further,
ORDERED, that the GAL shall undertake his or her duties hereunder in accordance with the Practice Standards for the Appointment of Guardian Ad Litem in Custody and Related Consolidated Cases; and it is further
ORDERED that the GAL shall have access to the child(ren) and, as appropriate to the case and consistent with the best interest of the child(ren), to all significant persons and relevant environments, including but not limited to, the parent's home(s), other home(s) where the child(ren) has access and spends significant time, the school placement, related academic providers, a nanny or other childcare provider; and it is further

ORDERED that the parties shall cooperate fully with the GAL, which cooperation shall include but not be limited to: completing and signing release forms authorizing the GAL to obtain health care, education, and other information related to the minor child(ren); providing the GAL with requested information; answering the GAL’s questions truthfully; and making the minor child(ren) available to the GAL upon the receipt of reasonable notice, except where reasonable notice is not possible due to an emergency; and it is further

 ORDERED, that if the GAL serves without compensation, the GAL shall be permitted to participate in this case without the payment of court costs, filing and other fees, and the clerk’s office shall provide to the GAL free of charge a copy of all pertinent documents in the court’s file in the instant case or in any other case involving the parties or the child(ren); and it is further,

ORDERED that the GAL may obtain confidential court files upon appropriate waiver(s) and/or leave of court in accordance with court rules; and it is further
ORDERED that unless there is good cause, whenever the GAL writes a report, it shall be submitted to chambers five business days before the next scheduled hearing or proceeding, with copies served upon parties; and it is further,

ORDERED that this appointment shall terminate 30 days after completion of the case ending in a judgment, adjudication, decree, or final order from which no appeal has been taken, and the time allowed for an appeal has expired; and it is further, 

ORDERED that all parties shall serve the GAL with any papers filed in this case at the address set forth below.
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